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CEORGE KERSTEN,
NOTED CRIMINAL
JUDGE, DIES AT 80

On the Bench for Many
Famous Trials.

Tormer Judge George Kersten, who
for 47 vears was a member of the
Cook county judiciary, spending near-
Iy, 24 years of this time in the Crim-
inal courts, died yesterday in his home
at 3740 North Harding avenue. He
presided at many famous trials during
ihe first two decades of the century.

Judge Kersten became ill last 1wl
Gay, when he suffered a sudden heart
attack, Pnecumonia developed Sunday
and phy: ans announced yesterday
morning that he was dying. The end
came at 1330 a. m. Judge IWersten
would have been §1 years old on
March 22,

Tirst Kidnapers Sentenced.

Tawyers, fellow judges, and convt
attachés said yesterday that Jndse
Iersten, belore his retivement from
ahie bench in 1926, was considercd to
have more knowledge of the habitual
eriminal than any other jurivt in the
United States. During his service as
2 justice of the peace on Chi
north side between 1883 and 190.
his subsequent terms on the Circuit
court bench, he tried more thun 100,
000 criminal cases.

It was beforc Judgze Kersten that
William Jones and Alzina Jones were
convicted of kidnaping 2§ years ago.
"Meir convictions were the first ever
obtained for this crime in the United
Siates, Judge Kersten sentenced the
men respectively ta 30 and 25 years
in the penitentinry.

It was in Judge Kersten’s court that
ihe * car barn bandits " were tried in
1404, The strect car barn rabheries
during one of which a policeman was
murdered, were the sensations of their
day. 'The robbers were tried and sen-

tenced to death. Johann Hoch, the
i

pist who poisoned one of his
ives, was also sentenced o death by
Jdudge Kersten.

Loses Race fur Sherifl,

Judze Kersten was a Democrat. At
one time just prior to the turn of the
century he was his party’s candidate
for sheriff of Cook county, but was de-
feated in the clection. When he retived
from the beneh his record disclosed
reversals as any judge sitling
t time.

Jwdge Kevslen is survived by Dhis
widow, Mrs. Minnie Starr Nersten,
nnd a daughter, Mrs. Lillian Lorken-
Dagen of IKenosha, Wi Funcral
=ervices will be beld from his home on
Saturday morning after @ requiem
rugss in St. Clement's chureh.

Born in the * Smoky llollow
tiou of old Chicago just porth of lll\"
river in 1853, the juilze v i
education in the public schon,

3 udied at Stundau &
L mun-Awerican et
1883 he was appointial o
‘2 of the pence by fhe elder Car-
v"v. . Harrison, Three years laler he
wag admitted to the bar,
Elzcfed to Beneli,

Tir 3908 {he judse was clected 1o (he
Ciecuit beneh and began his long serve
fee in the Criminal court. While there
the judge begun a simplitication of the
eviminal statutes which eulminated re-
vently in the passage of the new eivi
vractiee act and simpliication ol many
ions of the criminal colde.

Tn 1025, following a pl enl heea
Aown. the Jnd'»re remained i a sants
1uvivim for maore than a yo: A the
eod of Uhis lum: he m arran:
mends to return to his duties, but be
of continued poor health an-
d his formal retivement.
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TAKEN BY DEATH

Judge Goorge Kersten, relimrl,|

who died yesterday at tne age of 80.
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