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LOOKING INTO AN EVIL

UNCLE  SAM LXAMINING THR
MSWEAT-SHOP” SYSTEM.

The Congressionnl Commillosmen Begin
ihe Inquiry in Chivage—\Warnur of New
Vark and Bopr of Mussuolusoita Make

Freotisr could not answer the question, but
hosaid it a case should Imga in which hio
feared contagion Le would subwif it to thies
Henlth Depnrtment for a decision.

Honyy W, Efug, the whaleaala manufactur-
er and 8 mowber of the lirm of Brownicg,
King & Co., testitied that his frm sold be-
tween §3.000,000 nad $4,000,000 & yoar, They
bad theie medium goods made ab thelr owa
factary in Broouio stroel, Now York, and frie-
goods in Rackland, Me. Tho rénson for man-
oads in New York wos becuuse

a Taur of the
fucturors ou the Stangd in " Juution Bur-
' Courl—Mra, T, J, Morgan's Views
on thie Cuuses and Rovindlos,

Uongress is intereated in the ' sweat shopa’
of tna lurzo citles, whero men und women nnd
little childven work long hours for starvatiou
wuges ainldst ‘the squalor and It of (he
wordh sort of tenowent house, The apecial
Commitlee_un ManuFaclures, of which John
U Winage Wi 86w otk s Lieimin
und Bliormia Honr ot Massachuselts is Seore-
tnry, charged with Lhe callecting of faets re-
garding this system, bognn its doy’s labors
yesterdny.

Durivg the forenoun, whils the April show.
o3 wera doing the neglectod work of the
Street Department, washiog. the mund med
Bith from the skrests, Ar. Wnznsr and Mr,
Hour began a tour af inspection, necampr-
nied by Health Offcor MeDonuld apd In-
speetor Mrs. Ia Glennon and Doteetiva Will,
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inms from the Contrsl Datail. A dogen shopa
were vigited and the visitors saw enough ofthe
evlls of the bystam to convines tiem of & aeed
for legislation,

Ar. Warner left the party before its morn.
iug’s lubors had beon quite completed, and
uiter o burried luncheon he took himeelf, hus
bright rea whiskers, and his officinl stenags
rapher Lo Justiva Harlan's court yoonr in the
Government Building to begin the fovestipa-
tion. of tho yltnesses sinmoned to appoar
befare the commiltes,

‘There wero half & dnzen clathing wanufact-
utors present, Mrps, Thownas J, Morgan, who
hml been one of the committee which wade
the tour of investigution lnst fall, was present
toyether with savernl other raprosontatives of
teade and labor assemblies.  Mrs, Morgan was
e fivst witness, and by way of preface she
presented a type-written document sbowing
somo now places visited lost ‘wosk. Mrs.
Mergan followed with statenents regardiog
hours, wages, ote.  In many of the shops she
lwd found childran of schaol age employed,
sthrention wages weve paid for long hours of
ardnous work, and io some nstances the em-
‘ployés were not given tims 1o eat,

Causes nud Remeles Suggostod. -

When ngked the causes iv bor opinion &dd
hw sunmahnuu us to mlnmly, Afes, Murkpn

sl

i 'J‘bn low class of 1mmxgrnuun thit is con-
stautly pouring into this country is inmy
opinion responpible for the present state of
alfurrs, Theso poople came to America With
dubaged ideass they bave been aceustomed to
n3 Lind or worse treatment in their old homes
i they eqnnot understand or appreciate the
dangers that surround them from a pbysical
stundpoint, Then people can get. o other
wors and they are comnpelled to take up this
uh\ss of work or starve.

“ s ton ramedy, if the eity ordinsuces
yerz enioreed a stop would -bo put to all the

‘swonters’' dens. One eity ordinance pro-
vides that in factoriea ench and every works
wioushull have B0 eubic feet of bresthmg
spiee. 1o the ‘sweators’' shops visited lust
fall we found the Ay=rage brenthing spuwo oaly
S8 cubic feot or only one-tenth of hat re-
quired by law. T eansea no improvament in
theshops or in the wages paid, Oua pluce
was whitewashed throo Wubks ago and that is
the anly improvemeet 1 have noled.”

Mrs, Morgun said she hnd never found a
wishroom in a “sweat " shop,

Johy H. Prentiss of tho Cnnr\ea P. Rellogg
Clothing coprpany was tho nest withess jut
on tho stund,  He seemed to doubt the author-
ity of Mr. Warner to pub questions to hifa,
hut Mr, Warner eoon disabused  his wind of
suieh 1 notion.

* What nntount of business does your firm
do in a yenr?” the Chalrman asked.

Whan Mr, Prentisa wia convineed that na
answer wauld ba neceasary he replied that the
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nonual sales of his hause were hotween §2,000,
000 nnd $4,000,000, aud that of the entire cloth
ing teado of Obifcoga in the neighborbood of
20, najority of the clothing sold
by ‘wholasale hiouses waa made in Chiengo,
in s mnjority of casos the work was dons by
contenct. Five per ecent would be o liberal
estinjate, ho said, of the amount nanufactured
divectly by the wholesalers. Contrictors, ha
sald, worked for soveral fiema genorally,

Not Familur with * Sweaters."

TIn nnswer to questions rugarding the seni-
tary condition of the shops in which the goods
were nanufactuced Ar. Prontiss soid lie had
never made Bul sxamidation of the quartess,
Thero wus nothing in the manulacturs of eloth-
inig Lo protect those wito bought 1b sgainst eon-
tagian.

New York wis tho principnl eompotitor in
the mannfactore of tiie eheaper grades of
clothing, though the clothing made there cut
little tizure in the Chicago market.

The withess told of the plan in  vogue with
his house vf sending privale inspectors to the
houses whero the manufsctura of elothing was
cirried va, bub he expluined that tlia was dona
without systein and & place might pass for
inonths witheub examiostion.

Mr. Hosr deseribed one of the plives visited
during the forenoon whero A small room con-

tamed 4 cook-stove, o gurbage  box,
tso small cluldren, @a  old  woman
with  disessed fnes, the werkmen,

the cus garments piled huzh oo tables and
ehairz. with the vile efluvia from various ves.
gels, Ho nsked 1f the witness thonght vlothing
made in such & nlace eould bo hoalthy, Mr .

ekilied labor wos cheaper in Now York than
in Chicoge. The redson for fhis wos that
skilled lzbor fram Lurope Inndwg in New
York wns inclined tostey there, and the result
whas lower wages.

Othier Muunificturers Bxaminod,

Edward fose, o membar of the Board of
Fdueation und of the firm of Stravss, Yundout
& Rose, was the next witness, Ho euve the
“nousl ‘sales of hin housant $1,500,000, seven-
eighths of which were oulsids the State of
Ulinois. Tho syatem of miving . ook -work to
“awept-ahops,” he axplained, graw un severnl
years ago boenuso of lossos resulting from
the givimg out of work to: irresponsibla
Prersons,

Hermnn Elson of leseh. Elson & Co., No,
160 Markst sivect, objectea fo Mr, Hoar's sug-
gested plan of potting a tagmumber on each
goriwent which should bo a“meuns of de-

|

termining whet ehopa the goods. had beew |

mado in. Mr, Bison expressed the view that
the wages pnid (o workmen were higher than
BOMA yeurs ngo,

“Qur own exnminotion mnde this niora-
ing,” 8aid Mr. Hoar, “brougkt out the Fres
that wnges bove been on the deeresse for the
Jnat flve yoes, Hoth the submunuincturer
or ‘sweater” ord the workuen ogeeo that tha
prices paid by wanufacturers to the cop.
tractors und that pnid by the contractors to
the workmen arp smullor than they wera two
or thres yenes ngo,'

Emanuvel Rothuclu‘ld. whn bad been mnking
gids answors to the queslions from tha mew-
bera of the committee, was called to tostify,
His first_remurkn wore on the question of
having United States inepeelors te look after
the product of the workshops.

I object to nny interfarence witli our busi-
ness by Irish tailors who ore. too lazy to work
and wha will want t6 dictate to ua what we
ahall do, Before we will submit to that we
would go out of business enlirely.”

**Uow do wages piid to employés new com-
pare with wages paid éne and two and Bve
yeurs agoR’

“So far ns I know they are-qia good us then.
Idon't bother my hond about what the sun-
contractors puy the opamhvd. "hat is their
Tausiness, not mine,

After ha had finshed with his testimony
Nr. Rothsehild asked tho stenograplior ang
eeveral reparters ta change hia stalement so
toat hiy charnctorization of the lazy tnilors
who might interfers with him would apply to
Qermnns, Seandingvions, Znglishmen, tnd
Scotohmeo ng well as Irigh,

Mrs, Morgan went ou the stand ngain just
befara to refute the
of those witnesses who had -said wages werg
as togh now s reveru! yearswgo. The fhreat-
ened etrike of lust fall, which had resulled in
the examination of the “swenting" systorm,
had been caused by an attempt to reduce the
wages paid cloakmakers by 40 er cent,

The committes is to mest at 10:80 o'clock
this morning At the same place and will listen
tosome of the vidtioa of e “sweaters.’
These people the Trada and Labor Asscmbly
was gecuring yosterdny nftetnoon. The com-
il will alse hear any of the manufactur-
ere aid workingmen from the unfuns who do-
#iro ta presont any evidenco.
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