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CHAPT.R T
SILLIN BROSS, 1A23-27L8
Tha Bonslitubion of the Unital 5

Gunn waz oaly « few onrs old uhen

WilMan Brocs, the mibject of this mapor, was born. In 1012, bae rounn nabion

Tae become

0lved in 4 war with Tngland, #illism Bross was

rn, wideourse

in the conflist, in 1813 ab lonbegun, Oassex Comiy, Uaw Jevswr. [hs fath

Deasen lasns trose,

¢ bren born in 1792 and hr remerberc

1], when Yasling-

o died in 1730.0 “he Tomily of trs. Jane in

tad been living in Sussox County

Uew Jerscy since pre-

e

volution:y daye,
)2ents nabernel grandfather, dbrahen ilinfield, had been 4 licvbonant dn the
Bevolutionary

amry, The family of lis maternal granduothor,

roaret o

i

infield, had cone fron Folland te the Delaware Niver comwbry betwaen 1730 and

1735, s most prominent forcbear en the maternal side was Tun tuick, the

areab Lwllan fighter, latcr called the "venger of Uhe Delmmve," Ton -aick

was also the subloct of a lisborieal skelel writben M

Wildlan Rross in 1837

and entitled "epond of the Delavare.” A momwnent has been rected for fuick
near Port Jevvis, few Tork.

In She Nelavare River country, comw.

i of “filliam Hross, idnvd Fanily Collection,
Illineiz, 1061, k.




2
Tew Tork

, and Fons;

5 spent his beyaocod. The first
nine

5 of lis 1

vero paszed near Ford Jervis,

Ferk, Wil imw iwess
Fad a great attuacluent for his old hwme and spoke of it fondly, lievisiting
16 In 1570 he romarked: “gttended Sabortl School dn he Old Mutch Slareh in

which I was bapbized, Opoke bo the eldldren, Also atiends

the church--the
2
firgh ime for pearly 60 voars, Was havbized in ik in 1015,1°

o g

1 another visit in 1285 ho wrote: "How inberosting to me is

the old henc of my Father and Yothor, low ruch of Cod'z blossing thoy en-
Joyed there,n3

iMen §illimn Drosa was nins yenrs old, the family roved bo Iilford,
Fennsylvanta, 3641l in the Delzware River country, Another ansestor on the

naternal £ide had besn the first white setblor in Milford, Pennayivani:

Foealling bhe fanily move, in 1883 wiile visiting Vilford, Bross says:

"fatlier roved here from Kew Jersey in 1672, I left for Tominic Allen's

&hool, filbing for Sollege dn 103h.™ Jominie Adlen's sehool was locabed in

HIford, share bhe lross

1)y took wp residence. Domimie Allen was also
refetrod to a3 the Rev, T, Allen. On a vigit to the kgt in 1676, William
Aross met somo old schoclmates, it many friends of my routh,

+ Tialden,

G0, Show, and L. D, Zaldwin and sisber of Newark, M

Jersey, Tnese all went

to school uilh me to liev, B, Allen ab Filford,™

2 Tbid,, 1678, 50,

bid., 2638, b2,

ba,

2,
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scliool uas interrupted for a time,

AlLian 3ross! education ab &

Lowever, wlen bencon Hoses Bross eng:

d in the Tumbering business snd ealled

upon the tldest of his nine children for assisiance in the enbevprise. ieacen)
Tioses Bress furnished tinber for tle lock bottass of the Delavare and

Sanal, iliian 3ro:

adson

s alinys renombered Hiig vork, [ v

sitad the old ridges
near {iilfor

in 3067, "Thcse old ridses looked very fomiliar
%0 mm, Thoy resinded me of the boils of boyhood's dayn, T used bo corh sup-

Aesres

father's gny rill on Fanbher T

—not by

o,

or, s i

Shockapes, bu:

on Tosl: Uan Gordere, ote,?

amd ork nieh contribeted ot only ba his healtly plysioue but also

0 Jiis suringity and intorest in nature,

4 boykood brip to b

Indelpida made quite an dpr
Wil

Iphia, be and his [abher abbended the Firsl 3

Churel,

In Laie chunch, sitbing besids wy fother gome tine in 3030-2, T howd D,
rench @ nosh poworful feimon in fie prosense of G

gal dn Ve right palleny

The crowd che:

wr him 4 Tdependansr Tadi, nest a nd i the stroets on
ek ko wns a tall splendid nman,

In Angust of the follouin

Willien Bross joined he Prochy-

berian ehwreh of Filford, Pem

/lvanin. A vigitor to tha cinwch in 1273, he

wwobe:  MIn 1, 3 went bo TdIford wibh ny ceusin Cad

was s gaest, fonns Zev, M,

Fatier preach in +he evening, Thiz church T




hed a very

soresting day ameng b

Thank the Jear Zerd for Aoundant nerctag,

Pracat father, Foses ross, held the b = he wag

: Deacon, becc

onc of the foanders and f£itst elders of tie Troshyierien chuveh of 1illor

Frs. Jene iinfield Tross was one of the olsht original mewbors of the church,

Abhough

1lizn Srogs lebor ned the ibls, Jeacon, 1o is not ligbes

aver

holding such an officc. ile belonged o the Second Fresbyicrian clureh in

Chicago, Illinois, fron his arrival in thab eity in 188 until his death dn

1390, i d the offics of oither

wever, it is net recorded thab he ever

is 4]

sldor or deacon,” 'Me title of Deason, as aprlied o Williom Brose

fove a sopnenen,

Willianm Bross entered Willians College in Hassachusctte in 283k in

order o propars for the teaching profecsion, During his collegs days at

Willimes he helped to found the Dolia Unsilon fraternal soc

7. Tl greduated

i4h oners i 1033,

n before be gradutbed, Willien Bress had ventured
Zorth on kis career. imring the winber of 1337-30 he taught oehocl at Pilts-

I

d, lNassac!msetts, In 1506 Bross vecalled is ctay bhere: KAt iiiliaakes

met [irs. idams and er sister, Ero. Laflin-

dauglters of Dr, Brewsber of

¥

4afield, Mass,, with whose parenis I bosrded wiile teaching in that towm in|

the winbor of 1937-8, T mever expoct %o spend a more delighbful winter, 10

1678, So.

Socord Predoytierion Ghurch of Chicago, Juna lst, 1042, to
June lgt, 1092, Knight and Leonard, CIasags, 1992, o

10 Mars of ! » Bross, 1606, i,




W1lan Tross dessTioed Mis position im ihese words: T am teaching in the

o2t part of tow

and am blest with only ifty scholars

gh and low, »ich

and poor, black and white, great and small, good, bad, and indifferent, with

a falv progpact o an incroase in mmders, "™l Bross really enjoyed his pro-

estion and was well suited for i

» having a good Inowledge of and a rreat

Liing for the clansi

A great interest in and an enjoment of practically

everybhing marked Willianm Dross' life.

Tyo years later he was the

incipal of Ridgebury Acades, Jrange

Countyy, Hew Jersey, Zecalling hie womk thore on a

writent

Hac a nost delightful view of ddgebury in bho distance, The valleys and

hills cmong which I spent §-1/2 years of my early nanhood appeared most
beautifyl, Hemories came thick and fast of early toils and pleasurcs and
ers modergte success in momer matters, but I hope T did o

toas Lng.l

ring this bine be narried Wasy Jane Jausen, damghter of Ir, Jobm T, Jansen

of Goshen,

In a lebter %o an old schoolmate, L. 3ross tslls of his

happy marrages

over me last
" to say 43 1o far so.good,' FPerims the poctsy of

T2 rnd

outs ey erblifieabion , . . I'm amersiod san, T8 om
a2l 1

mskpisiny, 13 Geneyioon! o yhativer sbet pa: 3% 4o callod 1x wet yab
ost 'Pome.sbic IAppomings, thow

1
Sotia, Dlmie.

Hovenber 30,

rily Gollection

12 piary of willian Bross, 1576, 25,

to Daniel Dy, Tcbruary 19, 1840, Iloyd Temily Collection,
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froat abtrac

etober of 18k6 he decided o owbari wpon A winbern brs

agu, and several obhor western Gevns. Uerheps he dne

oluied Caicago in his itinerary hoeauso of a poan, published and distribubed

o 2 Chiczzo enthusia

of the oity:
This cily late fron notiing grow;

by,
There's Dallirore and Roston, bao,
How York snd Tilladelzbis.
© in all gtabes,
VALL Gamotingo Mot the. Jan go—
And would, if ab Teavep's gabe
U beautiful Chicagollh

4 any rate 1% Dross o

yed traveling, In 1803, he remarked "I have
boon 4n cvery stave in the Union ang all the territories, save only the

Indlan, Tdaho, Arinora and Alaska, Drotty considersblo of a traveller,

115 Trosst b

in 1816 changed the course of his life.

In 1832, Cideago consisted of Fort Dearborn, ageney aowses, and. Iive

fem bwoos, A7 old settler, Charloa Cleaver, deseribes Chicago ac on the

of civilization.’® ihen Ir. Cle

very cor.

= arrived in Chicage in 183

be found a village of less them two mndyed inhabitants, Clecver deseribes

the Cidcago of Shab dsy in Shose words:

U Mbott Lawrenes Havdy, Darly Chicagos being a record of t'Ac
Sity's growth developnent dnnnp'_l"“hs Ti¥sE Tor ).ur‘y m, “compiled Irom
TiTes of I s Eery and EmeHs, (cEpings i o 1Nty mct
o = E

= Bross, 1063, 15,

15 Charles Clezver, ,1stox7 of Chicago from 1833 lo 1592, Tubliched
by the Author, Chicego, 1692,
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Upon ontering dkisaga fron the scuth ang rounding o point of the
a1d

T but one building betusen us
and e A Tiie, o it i Cixg abeut Twentieth street.

a the east of us wzs the be: on the bosan of which we co
mw and then, batween the hills of sand that lined the bani, c;\vh sight
of t\vri,,:chnonc:'s that lay at ancker half or three quarters ile from

woods absut

0% 3T oaye

4s they approsched the village, Charles Gle

‘iondering 47 tho plase would snavor the pluring deseription wo 1ad seard
of %t apd roalize our expestations, we kest the buaton track to dbout

g stroct, uhere we turned diroftly wesbward acrocs the prairie in the
direction of the bridge tircvn acToss the river between Tandolph and Tk
strcets, bt changed our course aboub Clark gtrect, whers we burned north
and mado or the center of %o village, betwoon Franklin and Jasnle

straets near the river,

r deroribes Cideago's only bridge as very crudely made fram logs and exe

Frasses anazarent that a tems and horses mver cvossed it safol;
tibat few building there were on the south side, wers built on the prairie,)
Abowt one mindred feet from $he miver, with an Indian trail deeply im-
dented in the soil, runming close to it along its bank, Ihere wag no
rozd or street tlwown wn, but the heusos and shorss were seabbered here
and tlere fran abowt State sbrect
westiard,

on the east, bo the forks of the river

main ..hrn:m
“hore wm several Fobols in Chicago, ved--bne
on Lave strosty the _J\.\C'\n'y 4, on larket, kept the
Beanbien; 01l's on Ve as
olf "m'ﬂ. fz\rinf the l‘\ﬂln er ,-=a log building with a pi a,hn in front
of it; and the Grecn Tros Hobel,2d

17 1bid., L2,
21 mid., b3,

19 Ivid,




trightts betwemn earborn and Gbate
fhen there were two srall sbores
oshon and Hho ol

to the otacr side of the river

or of 'rm-t

b and Vest lnter stroeta, Bob Linsie as he
st siore in bown bloagh chiefly

EEt for b Teriean teades
eact of Loarborn st .eq,
and rroceries, and soveral homtes =
near Torbh iaise street deing w}‘“!" tl‘e 0"11; one in bhe

&

4o or Shree

ro of 1833, In 3037, when 3t was incorpovated
fiita @ eity, the poralation of Chleago had grown to 4,176, In If2E, however,
fo cpidenic of chelera book its 4012 and bhe fiperes for the ci pooulation

fsoved on

4,007 for thet year, 3y 1845 tho cd

ty had bogun o prozper and

brade vng oo

vy an dmportant £

ature of Chicago busin

55,

: iheat,

contie; shello w corn, 30 conts;
urlieys, 36 ek shn, 50 comba each;

5 Dutiver, 15 cenls a pm‘nd- “guny 13 cents n dom

o Lo mum—, 27, 18k
, 35 cenb 3

when

TRREES

053 visited the eity, Shicaze could

419 sovls, Tusiness was booring in 4

wblis Fouses in cu:m, teko thon aliogetier, were never doing a bettor
than 23 72l are all £illed,
© chanpe Tattll r, bub the way It ratiles oub

iko whoat 3

23 ilardy, Marly Caleago, 43.




on Hfabor shrast in votyr
barkers with eall eap

Bajly pemoorat remorked Shat Mliew and larg

at merchants ware noving into il

4 Jocations. 25

Willian Sroes! first view of tho city of Chicago cem boot bo pictured)

his oum deseription of what ke saw. lle bold of his arrival in a speech in

We landed from She stemmer Orogom, Capt, Cobbon, near the foot of yabash
ded b e wrarvea at hebash avenued, aud, with obhers,
> in hane, Emdzed tiwaugh the sand Bo the Morian Ternorancd imas,
thon ritnated on bho nortiwest, corner of Wabash avene and Lk stvect,
Gocn afber breskfagt & tall young wan, rade apparently taller U
Lozl in vhich his gaunt figurs seencd in rhncur of Losing dtoslf
wthoso reserved rodest nammors werc
pected o find ab bhe west, called on Ao erpy o5 i piy +
one of Lhen o presch and the rost of us to sitend service in the Second
¥reghyierian Chreh. . . Of eourse we 21l wemt to what by courtcsy, as
we thought, wes called 2 church, I vas a one-story balloon shamty-like
struotura that ad bow pafiched out 3t ane end Lo mest the ants of the
u\crea:u_ng congrezation. It stood on Nandolph sirest, south
ttle cast
The resi

dence ncrcjcn of 1Y, (the city), was medinly betucon 'i'mdnl:h
ers were somo scaitcrod housta ac far scuth as

ivo bloeks north of tne »iver an

4k seatterhy; residmecs abart As far on

s half. o dozon or more wooden \urx‘ehmsm. adong

on ate e fen shorss Lhet preben

Tater stroch, and the rebnil teadn wad exougively o Jal

Storen and dvollings were, with fow cxeoptions, beilt in the balloon

To some of my héarers thic style of hilding nay ﬂrr"i’,‘y be

I ns. Togts morc placed ir the ground at the corners, at

sroper Nisvances between them blocks wore lald down singly or in cob-liouse

ang Hadicon shroet:

2 Tei

75 o Zene Fraeh, fNebail Herchancising in O 1033-2048,
of the Tlinois Gtate [Metoriesl Sooiety, Fprin ‘,Elclc‘ ’ Dine




o
, slanding o

s 1aid, and Lo Fhess
¢, anil uoathos
e

hobhe T

o
n th de of them;

roof, conlebed o i e :
<ocllent mods of buildiny, it is claimed

treduced, ov, 1f you please, invented, in Ghicago, end T »cbwu the
clain to be true, . . .

of

True, Chiczgo woo ridiculed as 4 slat
i2 mot pleasert, lo bear T oreaks mo bones. %

@ city of Chicago defimitely made en improsaion

2 euls

b,

| 2arhups his

son Willion 3ro:
Irarelling companions say on

a little tom ab the head of Lake
wt Bross M. . . recopmined it a

the Zutnre focus o
the great Voot

the commerce o

rieot, when the “est should bo settled and its resources devel-

oped. ile had faizh in Chicago , , ."27 indoubbedly, this faith was substan-
Bolsiered by the grect activity

lircas witnes:

%y in commoree

and trade Grab i
sod uring his visit to Cideago,

sam

Iookirg back in 1576, oa his
Trat vigit, he says that he Lelb bhat prosperity and cubsianilsl greatness
#ove sithin hor gracp.20 Willian Bros

. . . the zroat con

believed that Chicezo was deslined

ercial motropolis of the Unitod States, 29
o it wan bhat efter kS

35t to Glicago Tross returncd bo

and nade known ho his wiZe and friends his plan

e
At yan neces:

sestle in Chic
%o close the

chool whare ke had dome so vmck Iine

idgebury 5

2
1676, 115-116.

any,

m and S

o y ¢ *"ﬁ 5

.Ac_r

Bross, Fistory, 116,
29 Ibid., 60.




fork, on

tége-
[ury pisils,

Toward Tiner, Rod.

"Ha is one oF my i

sdbury upils. Tas beea
[very suceasss:

Ts prosident of a bank, fail

v diracion, Hecisver, ete

a
Leading e

ran in the commini An

oud of him, Fas a fine family,30
A no

7 Jivelihood wags essenvial to Bross' move and he decided to be-
eore a partoer wisa 5. C. Griggs in the booi-oelll

m of Griggs, Bross
thus 4

and Compary. e first stepa were baken that would pub his plan into

It mist be borne in nind that the Chicago of 1848, in spite of its
feormersial activity, was a shanty town, baving a population of only 20,083,

lovever, Llds wes sti1l the ity which William Brops thought wes . . . des-

[tined o be the preat central eity of the contiment,n3t
It book nearly a weck to come from iew York o Chisago in 28U,
Bross degeribes his journey in these words:

our o

wag viade by sbeaner to Abemyy railway cars at a slow pece to
Buffalo; by the steemer Cenada thence io Detr

ity Eichipgan

Oontral Railwey, most of the way on strap rail, (uhc mﬂs were bolbed to
Strags), bo lalmanoo; lere the line ended, ond, srriving abowt § o'clock

«o ovening, after a guml suppez, o gtarted sbout 10 in a sort of &
cross betweon a conch and 2 or-box wagon fcr 5t, Joseph, The road

i iih oo z5 and bruices all over our bodic
tovaris morning several of'us eft the coach: and walked on, vory easi
I'ch ne ahead. 32

rongh, and,

tor erriving in $t. Joscph, the trip to Gidcago was then soncluded by
stocmer, In this manner, Milliam Bross ceme to Ohicago on the buelfth of lay,

30 Diary of william pross, 1876, 21,

n 2 2ross, Railroads, Mistory and Comerce of ”Jucago
retic Fress Job and Book Steam ITimbing Oifice, Cricago, TO5U,

32 Bross, Mstory, 116,




tpon hig arrival at

I cane %o Shica; . liow wenderdrl has been the

50 to stey

o of tie city and how mercify] l 4#e Dear Tathar to spare my Jife so
1ong. 133

¥r. Bross made the acquaintance of John Gbephen wripht, another be-
Llover In Chicagoe's great future, during the course of this jovrney.

I nnde the acquaintante of Jobn S, Hright, then, and for many yeara
alterward, one of the nost enterprising and valvable citizens Chicage
crer Tad,” lle gave re a sordial woleon, and 3 great deal of vaiuable ine
fomrabion, On Sabbath e called and took mo to churc]w, A 2d rany
opportunitios to Sntrodico e Lo liyor toodverth and other leading oiti-
ens, i vmg = 2 legson in courtesy to slraigere w "Jcl‘, a3 \rwn nover for-
atien,

Wilien Trosy tried theough

5 entire life aluays to dig the ubmost in

¢ o 211 Chicage visiters.3d

hospitali

Johe Stephon rig)

%, to whon d#12iam Brogs raferred, had cane to

Cricago in 1832, Fo Telped to build the third frame house bo go up in the

village, in that year, e hod built Chicago's Lirst school building =% his

e oxiorse and done more than cther ren to spread comton gelools zeross She

frorider,35 He also

sortans agriculiural

ornded the Preiric samer, an D

fevcpapom,  Wrlght was a Shicogo encomiast. T pleaded for both railvoads and

33 Dimry of Wllian Jrogs, 1356, 23.

34 Dross, iatesy, 116,

1 57, Janes Farton relates that Willia usually did the
1‘;» et ¥, |, . o on could do then meve aproesbly and
of distinetion, James Parben, "Chizago,?

honers of b

i

Qo7 Tevis, Jobn 5. liright, Prophot of Bho

E The Prairie
Tesing
An¢ Comparty, Cioaro, I9G1, Vo |




et

wnd 2

the ¢

samon pelocln

nion thut ¥iilian

f@ o whe opi

ke “inesa of wli creation.”  iloyd

£ and

Tren o Fhephen

partialiy derived i ambkus

for Chicago en those of

~d his rareer and Tis mbsequent propheci

P0G

Heiglt

. Brogs! rew hene had elanged somowhab gince he had ssen It last

of chont Zowr thowsand souls from 1EH6 4o

There had been an i

1§ dnspite a snallpox epidendc in Chicogo dwing 184737 “he Tlifncise
© boats were Tenning on

an ¢nnnd hac onened and not lens than sevonty-|

in 1638, There

This canal hed been begin

Bigab
. vowtes in 1048,7°

the various

2. “he shean-

iz in 16

qation bebueon Shicago znd St. Tew

chip and paclet line cperating brbucen Chicago and St. lenls, acvertised he
Srom thicago %o Zafalle, th.; barough Gt,

follewing seale of fare in 16l

ding neals. Time five days,'3?

.3 i

DUSE

1t ecross the Chicago river:

Tisae oridgos had been
Wolphy strest,

s0%, £ost £2,300.5 ab b

conl . ,520. 50
o5 Zounded 4 1043 and shicego, sccord=

Tre ke

ce as a po

en o fo asswn: gome irporbon

- of Chicapo Trom tho I

4, 7. indreas, Tishor
A T. indreas, TAlcago, L08%, I, 200,

y Cricago, 31.

30 Adbott jawrence Havdy

32 Wi, 29,

Lo Tbid,, &




RREN
s

of dingz and

v-beaten halloon bu:

Yo gtenc bulld-

ocated on the

ke fromt.

siccasn of seantl:

a gocd rain and v

Th willian Tress

The

brestc sern cloply threim op ag country roads.

Tn the gpring for
weeks portions of thom vould be ipassable.

I have aL ¢ilferent tines
n enply wagons and drays stuck on Lake and wWater atrecte on cvery
bloc: botiorn Hibash avemue and bo river, OF cowrde buore wag Liitle
or no buginess doing for the people of the cxuld mot get about imch,
anel Bhe pecple of the counbzy could nob geb ix to do ib. As Bhe clorks
hed nothing to do, they would exercise thoir wits iy pubbing bosrds fron
dry ¢osds boxes in the holes where ’bc last dray wes dug fmt, W
rifisant wng as o Dotbon Tere,! 'The Shorbest doad to Ciina,!  Gorec
tmes one board woald be nailed across :mc‘wx‘_\‘, h S rr(l coat
fized oF 1%, with the notice 'On Hie Ly to the Sower Regions, ™2

hicago vas called the rud-hole of i0e prairies., (erber isray tells a

clasaiz shosy abont Chicago rud, A citizmen saw a man's head and sho

\ders

sticling out of tho mire of a Chileago siv

°d if he could be of

"o, thanks," the man replied, AT

 a horse under ne,"ld

5 end sowers were non-existent amd $he greater mmber of citizer

g

L1 ivbott Loy

snze Havdy, arly Shicage, 29.

42 Bross, History, 112,

I3 Ferbort Astury, Cem of the Frairie, i)fred Knopd, ¥ew Yorl, 1940,
1n.
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purcrascd waten R

o water_cazbs,

road centar had not e tmeh as a nl

t fron awy divee-

tion in

7, 48,
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CHATT

A CHUICATO 30037ER, 18h9-1

Wilian Bross engaged in boolselling at 121 Iake sroct. dis nei

vors wore a drug store en one side and e clothing store on bhe other. Aftor a

51 stay ab the City Wotel, located on $he corner of Giate and i

fow d

Iirs, Weed lived on Lhe

streets, he took up lodpings with Kra, Tra M.

cornor of Hadicon and Stabe streets, which s then considered quite far

soath, Yirs, Yeed visibed the Bross family in 16882, wWillin- Bross sayo:

¥rs, Ira M, Weed with whon we boarded, when we came to Shicago 3
years ago, Dughter and Granddmgitor, cane to visit us wodsy, As there
a2 7m0 botter people in bhis world, it is delightful to have then with

us.

Dross next affiliated himself with thé Second Presbyterian Charch of Shicago
of wiieh he was a deveut and zecalens member from 1548 teo hiz dezbh in 1690,

ilillian Brogs greatly adnired the pastor, Rev. I, Robert Patterson, whom he

net on his first visit to Clhicago in 1846, Speaking in 1873, wpon the cocaw

a5 pastar, Sross said:

sion of Dev, Patterson's rosigna

v, Patterson, has been owr pastor from the organization of this elurch,
We have knom no other shephord, In jrospority and in edversity, in
sielmess and in health, ho has been our Triend, cur counselor, =nd our
uide, Vor yoars he was my nearest neigibor and alnost daily corpamion,
I have seen hin in the privacy of the nost intimate Fricndslip. I nover

1 Diary of %

1lian Bross, 1682, 35.
1%
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2 word that was nob in gbrict ac-
tloman or derogabory ln the least

Imew Nin to do 2 single ack or ooy on:
@ of a
i inF oun ey reTictn,

cordance with the troest by,
o my highest ddeal of a nin

Frederick Francis fool says that 2ev, Pabterson vas lab

gomatines alluded to

as "Deacon Tross!' preacher,td

In the avtom of 1848

1lizn Bross sms joined by his business
partnor, Mr. Griggs, Who cime on from the East, Iven though his business
ventura consumed a great deal of his ensrgies, William Dross fouad tine to
promote Sldeage's interest, "The State Sducational Society again held its
sesoion in Opringfield, Jamary 14-16, 1949, Judge Jesso 3. Thamas acting as
oresident and #1lian Bross, seovebary.) s grew sdopted a policy which

provided, among othor things, for a superinbendent of comen schosls and the

tuilding of a new public schaol in G

ago. Ir, Bross! associaticf with such
A socisty was certainly quite in keeping witi his beckground of tesching,

Sross, according bo the cushom of the day, hel come to the Vest with

; for his family after ho had cstablished himsel? in

¥ new heme,  Tle happily weleoned his family to Ghicago in August, 10b6,

They all lived with irs, Weed until March of the following year,

when they
noved to a livhle house on Wabash avenue bebween Adame and Jackson strests.
In this sace month there was a flood as well as a smallpox cpidemie in Chicago)]

2114@) Dross, vecalling the evend in 1875, said:

2 Tross Serapbeok, Lloyd Family Gollection, Winnetka, Tllinois, 12,

3 Froderick Trancis Cook, Dygone Days in Chicago, &. ¢, MeClurg and
Tricage, 1910, 96,

Corpany ,

Ly Fon. Jom Foses and Yaj
Dirols, Punsell and Somany, Chicas

. Jos:

cixidand, The Hisbory of Chisago,
nyy == S SR
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Your, in the m— of 18455, we Find that thers was a heavy body of
snow on the ground, ererleying that hnd besn foraed in
the seray sl of i w-_ntﬂr. ¢ of Tarch thore cone hoxy

bhat cunz into $he snow as inbo & dank of sand, This wes followed
B e dagd oy unusnallj wvarm weabher, with a Tain fitted for the ben~
peratare of Fay, under which the body of smow went down like wax in tne
lame, and the abnospherc was stomnming with evanoration, The webers
poured in floods into all the matural outlets for a day or

The Torth Sranch overflowed its banks, bub no danage was done in
hat dircction, Zarly on Homday nowming, the L2th of Hareh, this torrent
troke iato the Sonth 3ranch, and the thick ice zave away under the pres-
sure, The river had been made the supposed safe harborage for the i
of 2 large mimbor of canal-boats Lhat had bsen tind up by the shore, or
run into the mmerons slonghs or inlets that put into the rdver bank, and
sozo werc drawn wp high and dry on the shora, In 2 mmber of tho boate
rocided the families of Shose who had care of them for the wirber
Sehoonors and sloops were laid up elong the fail docks for the winter,
siripped of thelr sails and Tigging, The ice, breairg at the lizad of thd
curront, 4as borne along, and piled mwp in masses as the tide behind §
pollad 1t an witl irresistible foros tovard the wsin brench, daring ug

ha water boliind which overfloyed into the streetc.
chgtruebions wmch its oum force raised up, the tide iug
the canal- how,,, rushing then or 1ifti o then g
14 hocners l‘x‘ T moorings ing \m the nlva (_nri
Wu"rmy, e irbere of the rlncls %o nalie Toon for 1ts conrses,—ihe bor-
od on, taking Yadison strect bridge, thon Nandolnh sirest,
:uccpln: then 411 dowa in & compach nass with tte schooners end canale
Losts, crushing in the ice, until it oncowntercd thn adverce carrent from
the Tlorth Branch, when it ook a new and sdldor rush down the main branch
touords the lzke, The bridges at vells and Olark siveebs vent ab 2 blow
and a1 mwpt. nfo the lake.
ALL % P

South and main branch were cwoph amy, 50
i 'bhrl.e Was no D’Lﬁﬂge from the Sonth Side to other soctions of the
Zhe chipping i = not danaged, 25 Shere i
2t i‘ram am r\vrr, though the wcter vas very hich ad th
the ice held, end the shipping remzined
i s £33 Yo flood went dovm. The South Jrench fram bhe
canal, ey channel, sbave the great jam at the bend of the
river, wore swepb nearly clea s taling the docks “oh wore hen
goner2lly of frail structare.”

The Ghicage Jaily Joyrmad fer larch 1;

284, roported vhab Chivage

3

wms orifrely oub off fron 21l quertors, Twenty-nire sldps had bosn sericusky

5 Dress Serasbook, 33-35.




1

diiagds e, W reyened B B s neh

exactly an pity Wut ar cortainly the next Shing to 16, e
total dam: ridges, and viarves woere cstimated to be one hane
a0 and o

Tt thousand dollers, ary Lives yere lost bub the newspapors did

neb venlure $o ramber Shem, By katch 26, eewmmications vore protty well back
o no

. The Chicggo Ia:

noted that parts of two of Chicago's
lost bridges wore fownd eight wiles below tho city on the lake shore,’ The

city of Ciiengo, hovever, seems to have recoveved from the dicostor quite

rapidly,

21thongh thero was no traffic tirengh $he Illinois

Liskigan Ganel,
e to repuirs after the flood, opening of busincos was anbicipated by the
riddle of o

, 129, Plans were made for Chicago's pow brldges. By tle

sizteenth of fioril, 109, two boats had cone bhrough the Canal and docked at
Chieago. Soon ful) camercial activity was rosuned wit the oponing of spring
vavigs

dien on tic Great Ial

. Bven the loss of Chicago's wharves waa nob

e 25 great a

nily as previovsly Gheaght, The

micapo Da

ar'd Copary and Tho's Hale have

¢ by bhe late freshet.
mont, o the c14 o m:s v a Tainess 1o
7ot hefore apparer

ished building
They are a decided irprave-
2 40 that part of the river,

iz Bross bought same preperty on ichigen avemis and

5 wich ke bought, frem

bash averme to bis nowly acqrired

6 Chicaco Daily Journel, Chicago, karck 1k, 18%S.
7 Ivid., march 22, 18k9,
8

nid.,

pril 2, 1349,
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v

dge

first

Tork

looatlon, Willia: Bross, reczliing their property on Miskigan averus and 1ifp
thore, seid:
e had an e:c"]_lerh cov=-for we virtually lived in the court
contrary b d orfoty, would semctines wendar away, ar
infhy of Twelfth strect,

voually e e et o e prairie in the vicl

chase oi‘
mle of speoulators at the canal seles was to buy all the property on

Mich the speculetor could nake the first pagment, and 1 enough
eac year to nae tle cthers. Judge Thowas tad followed this plan, ond
sold to

aqverticed a largs list of [

mr--ct  custoers, 93 ighigan averus had becare

e
buy bhet dob to ive on?
roply, 'Hell,! said e, lm\ ool n I'm glad concone is going

“he lo% which Broes bought consisted of forty feet on ILehigan avemie, con-
meneing about,

$he neighboring lots were purchased by P, F.W, Peck, who had cone to Chicago

1n 1331 and ostrhlished hirself as a merchanty Tuthill King, a lawyer, whn was

o make = gr

gkt 4
men, 2 lawyer who came to Ciicago in 1835,

Farine and

20

sav @ 5olf run by my house as late as 1650, An incident in the rur-
¢ 1ot 111) illustrate the Joneliness of our situation. The

property in the spring of 16h9. e
golf and tho Rev, Dr, Patterson adjoining lols ab 51,250 at private
e bt 1% vas agreed thet these showld bo sold 41 the rast, s as to
someubat posular os a
place of residence. Hhen my lob was struck off to me for
,‘1 30‘1, Farry Hewball care aerony nvp roan ond said, 'Bross, dld you
o improve it7T 'Yes! wes the

Thgwontt be no Jonosore 1f wn can seo socbody 'ln)_nr by

at, Some of

ighty feet souti of the corner of Van Puren st

fortunc with others in real eotabe; Judge Ingh L. Dickey, a

a2 bl ook County Gowrt and %he first president of the Chicago fas
and Coke Corpary which was charbered in 1849330 and Jonathan Yowny Geam-
He beecme tresident of the Thicago

ire Insuronce Cempary and with Willier Dutler Cgden, the sity's

nioned Indiana charten)

elested mayor in 1037, succeeded in reviving an eha

10 Bossie jouisc Fiercs, A listory of Chicago, illred Enopf, iew
cha, IT. D




which geve the exclusive

£h% o co

sTuct a railroad from lichiges

Chicagn by the [Fehigan Central railroad in 1649,

In the 1ittls honss on Hien

gan avemc the Pross fanily book wp
residonce, Bross' fathor wwiting from the ast said:

o are happy to learn that you have gob into your Resi
Lagt booone sgttled,
ere bhis

c and are at
now fael ab howe and we hope conbonted

#illien and Tary Jane Bross appesr ko have boen a vewy happily married couple,

Thro

ghovt s diaries, Progs speks bemderly and affcctionatrly of his wife

wrotes

g .‘1~t, vedding day, It ds vory micl ahen a day an ib was
d--a vory beantiful dmr,
happiness for 2o m
% on the whole heppy and prosperma yerrs.i?

Tloroua, by

Mg devotednery exbended through bhe years, bessuse on the ocsasien of s,

Brosa! ciztieth birthday, Willism Iross ursie the follewing Doan for his wife,

in e Saburdsy Dvoning Kereld.

and blossed be the coming

hills I found thee,
There our wndded love began:
"5d Chicago's snvging prograss,

Becusringe oft hve boon ol pemw\,
Toils and serrows b
Seven sweet babes in snerey
Safe in fbrahaa's
Fron owr hapry home the fire

E

=0g Bross to gon, Willlam, Jamury 3, 1850, Lloyd

13y fola

s Bross, 1880, 36




v 1ife b0 stavt an
Worne hh-m all the loss 'I"'V(‘ ﬂ"l!fbre
Taithloss Triends have stang 15, too,

Jut from sorvows look we, chearful,
Town the rapid strean of Yins,
ind what'er the Tasher sends us,
Bowing o g will divines
Thanlul that our (l‘h'L.l’\[' Jessic
Lives to blegs our ing 3
An angel bo the poar ax\d srrin
0 sootiie thelr cares and dry tholr tears,

doy we then %o hope and lsbor
on, while Jifs and strength nay last,
Dotk

whom our 1ot is cash,
bnd vhen bolls and gures ended,

53de by side AL T irchangal
Vakes us nsver more to WBEH.

42 d100an Dross velabes, he and hig wife knew sorrow, AliLough their mar-

riage

15 blessed with olght childran, only one, a girl nawed Jossie, lived

%o moburity, The othsy children, Clare, John, B, Eay, Willie, and one
child referred to as Beby Bross, dicd hefore they reached the spe of fwo
years. [ausie, vhom William Bross oalied "y last doar Mittle boy," was four

yeers old when he died in 1556.18  Tn 1573 Bross wrote:

By Dear ¥ife and sell rode to Rose 113, Cemstery in ¥, ', to look after

the graves of Oar Dear seven children.

the =nd of a year and 2 half Hessrs, ¥roms and Griggs felt that

The Saturday Zveming Herald, Chicago, Jane 1, 160k, Bross

Seraphook.

14 Reeords of Rose Hill Cemetery, Chicago, Illinois,

v

Mary of William Pross, 1673, 16.




23

their hook basincos was oaly "Einding the Srofits beo
share o

smatl the pavknerskip was dissolved,i16 tH1liam Bress celd out bic
Griggs. looking about for = useful and profitable ccenpation, he cantacted 2
fellow emrch-tonhor, J, Anbrose Mglt, who was & jowrmalistie associabe of
John Stephen Wright. 1w, Wight says:

In the swwer of 1849, Hon, illian fross, who had heen joined with 5. C,
Griggs in tho book Susiness, but had becone separabed from the firm, per-
cuaded 72 to purchage with hin the Perald of the Prairie, of Rev, J. B.
Halker, and etor wpon ibs prblicaion; he To minigs Tie business and I
%o do the chicf edibing,dl

shrose Wight entered into the publication of the Ferald of the

g

wlth Tross. However, Wight comtimued with /shn Stepnon wrighy as a

Freirie Tamer, the agricnliural newspaper,

Frairs

comeditor of the Bross and Wight

nane of Lhe religious weekly, which had also been known as the

changed
Hlegbamn torald to the Prairie lorald. The newspaper was the ovgan of bhe
woster Trechyterians and Gongregabionalists and Bross and Might contimied it
23 such, The newspaper wsually conmisted of four pages. The iitle of bhe

mewspezer was in bold, blask Dnglish seripb. In the scaber of the heading was

a small print showing an angel Slying over the setbing sun and hold
Below the title and contored

mepent--Delieve,

banier on wiich vas printed:
bebween tlie volume mwsher and date of each issue appeared these words:

g, Unity-~In Hom-cosentials, Jiberty--In ALL Things, Charity,"

osenti

Willian Bross, speaking in 1876 of the husiness of publishing the Prairie

16 Biographical Sketches, 37.

17 4. T. hndreas, History of Cicago, T, 396,




Herald dn 1645, mal
ticlls strech, on the aomner of the ailey bobuesn
tic scon woved to 171 La'm streel, nut docr
o ho Toar wuilding, on an old Adanis prese, the
258 over \mmht o the allr, we primied ux om peper, and
v, Ueele: Ihe pross vas
o Aravalod howe Ly hour, m old

t g then publiched on
LPJ’

e, for 5
driven By inovy s "\orse-prubr on
black Canadian womy,18

Howover, Hillim

The Praivie llerald enjoyed 1ittle or no suecess financially.

Tewis cites K,

3rofs had begun 7is career in the field of journzlism. Loy

foarn2li=1 as a proof that Bross wanted to rodel hinse:

3rosy! catranze into !
n iz, 17 In any event, from 1617 unill his death in 157

on o Gte

nately associated with tais prafession,

Wllian hrogs ws i
e lereld could not

Penlizing in the auturm of 1051 that the Prai

ilies, Williar Bross nold his indoresy

suceos
in raturn for some homestead lobs on TFarrison sivec

paper

Dross says:

ing to do 1 remained in his (i
roof J1 pe Aoy

> rather Yhan have nof
for e Large ©

i, Bress doos nob gy s inceme for Lnic perdoed, Howeve
aale and ve-cale of canal lots, roral Iands offered for sale afber the opening|

uag quite & populer fore of gpecnlation for

an fanal,

of the 111incis.

© of Uho land, within

Tonmer Toph telle Shat the val

he citizens of Chicago.
%3,h00,000 in 18L2 to §126,000,000

bhe 1933 1inite of ike cify, 2sed fram 41}
18
3 R

0




25
10 1856,

frised, wio in hhe nier of 125152,

the

5y for five Buvwred dollave por acre,

In seven months b

the 1=nd for a thoasand dollars an acte,

1875,

e sane land was valued at foriy thomsand dollers per asre,22

In the swmer of 1052, W lliam Fross anteres into a new phase of thef

1614 of jowmadimt, Ab this time he associabed Mmpe)f with dohn L, fori

Serizps vag borm dn Kispouri in 1016, His fanily moved fo Zliinois when he

W mite yows, Ko ob

ol law and came to Chicage in 1847 to practice.

the Lollmiing yorr he boughh a sne-ihird interags in ihe Tribunc, then

Chicage Free-goil

aper, published by Jokn f, Uhesler and thomas A

Stewart, In the winter of 1851-G2, the &

migs pot o controlling imterest in

the paper end Joln f. Seripps, a Free-Seiler with Demosrabic proclivitics,
0le out his interest in The Tribunc, Seripps wrote the first published 1ifs
of fhrahen Tdncoln, which was used as a carpaign dosunent in 1060, 1o was

appointied Foctmaster of Chicego by President Linsoln in 1061,

#)24am Bross and John 1. Serd

s begen b0 mubllsh 2 mewspaper

called the Demoeratic E

The Pirct izsue spposred on Setenber 16, 1052,

It wes a weeldy as well 25 2 s

newspaper, That iz, the Democ:

published 2 daily edition ond also an extra Saturday edibion which centained

a corplete qumiary of the weck's mews, There wers one lundred sixty-one

21 Siomer Yoyt, One Hendred Years of Tand Yaluos in Caicago, The
of the Orow & Thicago Lo £ho | u; 5 o? J.E “Land Talies T350-
TvereThy ol ﬁ*‘“;mapﬁr-*esv CRiZ5E5, 193 S

22 aross, Mgbory, J19.




rs pablished “n T1lirois at this time, Om

cluded o

5 Therz were eleven newsprpers wertiy of note psblished in

ago Tomocret, founded in 1833 by Jobn Salhow,

taken aver by Jom

orted She pr:

ciples of the

Tenocratie party; Tae Chicego Tribwne, fomed in 3847 and published by John
E, Whecler end Thomes A, Stewert; bhe Dvening Jowenal, foundsd in 164k, a inig|

auspaper, pablished by Ra G.lsen, . ¥

Horris, and Charles S, Wilson; Hhe

Hesbern Citizen,

3 femperance and anti-slavery paper founded in 1G42; The

Tinos, a Tree-Soil aper {not to be confused with the Chicago Daily Times

fourced in 125 by Isaze Gook, J. W, Ghechan, and Devill Cameron), fowndsd in

1652 in crnmection with She Western Cisizeny the Cormereial Advertiser,
ounded n 1817 and ecited by Alfred Dutch who urged the grams of lands for

the 111in0is Sentral vallroad; the Prairic Farmer, an fnportert influence in

the fiela of agm

wityre published by John Sbephen ¥right and J, Arbrose

Wigiby the Prair:

Herald, founded in 1846, ermmeraied the dectrimes of the

Frosbytorians and Conpregstionalis

, rublished by J. Arbrose Wight; the

Vatokman of the Prairies, founded in 1047 ard the first Baplist newspaper

grinted in Chicago; the Hestern Tarmer, founded in 15KC, a weekly agriculturall

paper; ond the Illinois Staats Zeitung, feunded 4a 18N

, which in 1851 became

Its Iisbory, Googravhy, Shabis-|
Fruncds, Climete, 561L, rlamto, Aniwal,
FLexTiure, ORUUTE-Dreeding, (robarding, RuTiovi
(Towinp, Varket-rrices, londs and Jand rioes, Geol-
Cc, Tanis, Faiirosds, FUBLic Imstitisy CRErEers
and iee, Civicago, 1057, L39.
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3 dafly nes

and aventeally proved a factor in Ll eraation of Hae Hemmb-
2
24

lizn Brogs had a

i for the pover

the journalist had =

Lnat the

ssential bo the susceas of all

% ontorprises,  heut tg
impogsible to succoed. Through

colwms fashe wore gpread
dirneted and their
Tiamort of any croat and lud-

2l it wan
bolurn i public and the altentien o2 the poonle was

ieg u ccneenbrated, lor han o
A0 entorprise,
Puk in order to svcceed bl

@ Tress must spoak no dobiinl Ianmags
won truth, i et
5t be Irces il mich aclmonlodse noe allesiance to climes and
ogues and then ite pover e e
r Gzn scaroely be ed, Tt wos alwest omipohont, Fhen
~ved from the path of reotitude and yieldec Lo the schemes of Cor-
i men, it would soon be :}“O“n of its a.)‘cmvth v an .

i 1wcmlﬂ would repudistc its efforte. In bohalf of hinsel? asd
Fe Press who vere prosent, lix, Dross promsged their Dest

15311 all the just sxpectations of their intellipent feln
i£i%ena, tho peliadivm of whooe 1ihersics gas a frea B
cm-whn.e fie principles of justice ond brabth.2®

The =

w Dazocratic Press wes a politicsl as well as = commereial news:

An irportant item bo bhe income of the paper was, of course, Agver-

tising, advortising made & poper pay. The Democratic Press cspouscd comser-

vative Domocratis party principles as ita name revesled, Tho r

in shjective

of the newopaper, however, as stated by Uhe sdibors,

s to write w Chicage
and the Forthuest; to acquaint others

h $he clinate, coil products, ead

2 Jamos T Regan, Story of Dhicago in Gos
Regan Frinting Iiow Gago, 1012,

ion with the Frinting

e, oa

25 T
#nnolicn, Tllincis,

on 2 speceh, date

31, 3855, Hepd yomidy Collection,




ohher advantagg of the eily, The pwblie vas assured

e gouved by bhe o

soprietorn of the

tora an 3 3
sgoure bre comerelal mpravacy of

of b

Captain 4, T, kndroas )

called Gilliam Bross the father of soow

n in Chicago, 'fhe reason for this was that [rom its boginning

o fmportent feature of the Democraile DPross was its financinl arbicle writben|

by Bronc. This incladed eormodlby quotabions, observalieng on the Chicago,

tev Tork,

end 3t, Towis markebs, and a review of the siatus of doads and

aoney.

Chizazo Toard of Trade had opened i

2848, In 152 prises wwre

Goted in the Chicago ma

B

Zor hogs and pork, beef, lard, buther, flavr,

whea's, ¢

, oate, rye, barley,

ol, and Lamber, Subsecuently, William Bross|

introduced tan

ublishing a review of Clicage's business at the

teginning of cach year,2’ Tre Sivst nffort of this kind was writhen in 1853,

In the roview ke predicted a very bright futare for the “garden Gity," based
on a coparison of Chicagols commercial statistics for the yeara 1836 and
152, i, Bress poinbed bo Suic

705 progress by relabing that in 1636 ar-

ticles of produce walued abt 31,000,6h were exported from thn port of Chicago,

while n 130 the value of articlss of produce cxorted Srom Chicagoe wam

%325,635.74. Broms folt that such an advance bad seldom bren equalled 3n

other cities, City fiprovencnis for 1852 incinded tie aters.

ion of the

Fial

gan Seuihern and ifichigan Ceatral railroads to the ci The

77 of Chicago.

, failroads, History amd Somerce of

icara, 71,

21 Delta Upsilon Guerterly, Hew Tork, VIEL, fo. 2, Tebrtary, 1830,




Reilreas,

Chicaga & direct raiiroad 1

o
failroad %o Ia

Salle, T1lZno‘s, and the falena Pailrox bo Foeiford, Tllineis,

son

1 great hoon to Shicage busine: William Bross wrgad

eitizens to greaber indusiry, sssuring them thalb the rieh comcrce

Of the prairics and lakes would certainly erem their efforts

el make Siicago the comercial

crinm of the

, then, @ the words of an enbinsiastis Chicago bood

vic patrick, 37 advertielng the pity's comercinl pessibilities, 'Dancont

D

Prags ¢ld more Lo abbract solid wezlth and enterprise to the city of

Sidsage than ean possibly bs oxld tion of the

14 o bo found in a pr Lorical

ipticn oviginally a ago Oity
Dirselorr for 1051 and was written by Jom A. Bross, onc of Willlam Tiross'

brothors who had slse come to Chicago “o w

s kis home.

ot &, Brons

tor Tars two yenrs since would scavcely lmow Shisage.
e ds have boen cxtonded to the co
“oad brings to

\ e produec,  Tiess, wiih the rag

“cad and the
foad commeetion witk tke Zast abowb to be cm

‘teor long joars
o

, will secore to our ealih, pos
n vhh affairs of the groat Uest. i) Coure
vy of dmprov 5 in Laying dem o and

i the main cirects, and in comening o rab

2

ghly boneficial bo he health of o
Azens In conrection %

e Cormon Coure

eage 2 nw 30 Zoar

i,
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‘*"ul fredbuses ¥

o shecsad up as i Fic
atisd in thois stimclues wd
cuparts shall be forgotten. Oar
3 m.._m», end will eapeie in any marl

o

qarter of the city
caleizbed to last ul:
iamiLact,
itk Whose of cblow o

st entlmsiag: Lov the

elty o Shiscgo

Wi114

Seane sa tha conter of a preat rajlroad o

such 4 g

el foster,
&8 tho grol of our cliy hos i thesto oxtiutripped bhe emdations o2
fihe wnet savpmine, so will the bus: plained railroads
b to execed the estimate of tuc most ca_.cummg.,’)

‘e arm or head in Chicage nrless i% be from

e boagted that thore was 1o i

sacice, MIf

amy ome sign of actual prosperity wich sbuik

strangor when vimitlng Chiesge, wilh greater fovee then anctios," he remer

"i% i the ACTIVITY cbservable on every hand.3l :illien 3ross, iowcver,

emild sea tlo lumer in ion to She rmle. wrote aboul mn incidonb

in 183, 206, ocoupation of wach eibizen wvere listed

430 neme, roaidense,

in the firs

* Chieago:

30Bo, " o, T

" nrle, atomr,
fiicaco, 71, i 10, 1°>0 51, v
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In bl reco

L S e

anics, ar @
> ar«m;, "Richard Fasper,
at $hat Linc in the city,

or Bress! cormercial review for ke vea» endi

ceemiir, 1753,

€ealt it Shicagn's hisbery and &

's anazing growth ir pornlatisn and trade,

@ emerpirg as a railroad center. Dessie louisc Fisrce

1t %he groct pepulstion incrocse was duc So in;

s ucre rising, bailding was incroasing,

Gy e

ng to seek a hone in tho “Gardon

it ws give Yhem & wamm-hearted, gorerous weleone, Along our broad
sirests, or upen our wide-sprezd, beawtiful proirs
Doz them all, Lot $hem come and idontify ther
coniral crrareial eity oF the Centrzl States!d)

5, wo have armle roon
El\os with 4

ere we

those who disesreed with Er, T

i beauil

1 prairies, Fredsrika Dramer, a e

Ohieags “n 1652, urcl

ane of the most miserable and ugly cildes which T have yot
cn 10 Aperico, and 35 very 1ittle degerving of ifs ramc, "imcon of
+' Tor sittineg there on the shore of the Iafe in \rrct»cl":;l
1le, she resenblos rabier a huckstress than a quocn. Certoinly
the mosb part to consist of shops. One gees soarcel]
houses with their garders oitier within or without
case in erican Lowns-~and in the

, Tailroads, Fistory snd Gormeres of Shiszgs,

of Chicags, iT, 16,




b

mohlel above referred o uas

st and furope and was the first irtimation to

a comproleneive review of he railroads ., mam facturerd

, and ntilibies in Chicago, Srieagots

seven per cent for 1453, which he shated g a
fore witnesoed in the Unibed ia Zoni

50 the opeming of the Illineis-Kichizan Canal =nd the e

¢, baloy vixich it
J«,_: should hofall

roar 1803,

#1,529,hi20

e pampiled

fantral,




Passs scnlatnod L
uzands

oanded Uy Gbate and

slrenhs, Take ‘e

Ohizngn rivar, vhich sold in 1835 for (25,57 and was vained in 1895 o

wa,0mn,

0V 1ob 2% the cotnor of Stase and dater sirests, 103,40 i 65,

old 1 1839 for J2f,00md was valued ia 1869 at £275,000, & lot on fale

vendel Ty Lactet el franklin slrests,

was worth (.40 an average

£romty 2oot. Front faoh

sslate vaTnes did hold irue fareugh the yoar 2552, in mpid

in tiwe nity

, in 1852 211 but central propert

Tue,

Izagh one belf foow the 1HUT v

oo tha clerches,

3giad in Sho pary
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7 thab farais rlurillos

g
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5 and the Boalth of Yhe citizens, In o

case, Lo prove his
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o's serviceq
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sago's

v 1853 was @ briel sheteh of !

lize 2ross substartizted I

ogresd with correnponting tables of

Zleré Lewis clains that T, Bross learnes his adveib hand

L5 In the 1253 review, Wllien 3ross

stible aaorgies and precls

comerded Saicage's citizens for thesr Inex

. 3rost waid that the

bo sverens thn cilyts g since |

were traly snaging

na amked
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zemine and eomsider CWieage's prospects.
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L Senatar Doglas! retive for Lle Konzas-lchrosia

tho building of M,

@ant rafiresd vest “rom Chlessn the Pooifio. 2w i

“ledsands vio felt that ihe ertension and perpetuation of

2 Eublished on Ssturday wesning, f76n the
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fram vhon ws have heast an expression of opinien ab
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v
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1 Pathed Fall on Sopbembor 1, illiem Broge ealled

01 Gena-

tho Trmiont

nge and acked Tm For & coy

ch wireh

be wizacd ho

im1. Jouglas beld In. Bross thab he nover wreto cat

eschos but leb the reporters write 4hem and Fe corrscied bhen afterwcrds,

s acoounted for Dross! presence at the ssserblage. Since theve was To

stiorthand r

Bromn

rer available, 1l there aimself €0 report the meete

ing, whish was wltinately held in the ggen air duc to the wemn weathor, Tie

ctice of the gathering hod created mch intercs

and H1lian Frosz dos:

it 25 berhaps 4he largest meeting cver held in the eity wy o that bime,5l

loon s arrivel the Meazont w

anvited by Hayor i1liken tn sit on the

Tat platfom, Sersbor Demglas hogan Ms address by acensing She pocople

erd procs

levstanddng and diseredibing hi

says that tids

siatonnnt was rel with groans and hisses

jeh lagte

T ahont o or thres
[Finubos, P

mhaidad for a

w minates end élien hooting end lawghing begaa.
"his

Shorougaly erraged the Senabor and s language and namner becane ex

ing2y o

Willian Broms vepor

s that be glipned down into the crowl

soveral sires Lo cacertiatn the mass ferling and found ihe peop!

7 a o

Ab longtn, Gomator Nouplas was umable to make hirgel? e

"Jearen! Fross approsched km and sugrested that sinee 1% was

frzossible to nate hinelf heard Douclas give him his speech to priat and asn

retire, Droco saye

ily Telbune, A

, 1777, Bress Seraphoois,




our arred mob "l\ ot e
—not 2 vord of trah din it,
1% Duing vesloed he burned ~

to addvess

20

coting. True, the crosd

noisy one. Tul

T o
otroy

or
orhang iy Ww»-y
228a™h DR if ro b in Ghicazo on ihet eve
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I sy act, There wag no o Tobfen ngg, A ohben any L, oT Ay
ataver, thrmem b arg one on She shage doring bhe anbire

b ealy angry men ab bhe mesting were Senabor

Bouglas and

Zriends, This meeling essursdly did nob weliorate

oLy

vosiiden, The introdustion of Lie “ansaoe-Tabragka N1l gread,
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w tlorthern T1Lipels and Lrpaparahdy olib bhe Do

art;

he Jemoeratic Press n

do 2 change in its politiss ag well as

ol bongin

o iz of 187k,  fae ehange in *he Tormer came abont after
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Thess erc:

rpassed the evontual cholition of slavery,
in swhlic irprovencuts, a elean-up in govermment ofil

o8 and n

hard-outs Lo ineorpetent people
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eago in 1057, expressed his bk
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i
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1ife, 58
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imeente theny 159

it
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cors from &
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32 abid., 2

abwortly, who wes the T

o city u

o gov

Lhe

ahor conle ave faxe
rd:nates, end that e ?Mﬂ--ﬂ,nr your oath] ond &

who bad Teconbly

sman,  He became the baginess nansglr o7

and Sperrs.

3,

pibZican czn-

ast gub-,

o could
vosations ol

cago, Cook

rocatt job

B

the




oo

oA, 185518

L.

ffered for sale by the edi-

2he Anmal Joview For the year 187

annownoed that the

» 1853,

the kmocrabic Press on &

er locatod

papalet eould be obtained @b the counbing roors o

5 of reading rabbor, and it

The pampiilet erbraces seventy-two p :
56 sy biab an oqual amount, of valuable informatisn connob bo had
small g pries, Two thousend copics have already boen ordered by tlwee
houses in this city, and those of cur friends who waoh thwe balawo of
ecition will nlease leave their orders at once, Orders fron e cowntry
accompanied with Uhe case will receive promb abtenbion, Irice per Jn-
drod B15; tueniy-ive copies b twelve coples 12,2%; mix copies 2
single ooy tusnty-five cents.l

the

S5
in Chica

inaneial squeeze in 103) thors was an incr

spile a
ituated in the center of onz of the

Moo, i Bross felb that the

st fertile agricultural reglons in the uorld, holsing tie key to comierce on

k Seventeen railronds now entored and lofh

sk side for fifhecn buncred miles,

6% railroad piles completed,

lifeage wibh a record of 2,k

pealy oo handred brains, fully

ith pasocngers or iteight, over

ity consequent upon such & lvuven-anu, Sowt 5 o means
characteristic of our city a stranger frailiar only

Wik those citics which have not yet, put thoncotves in rairost carwni-

Over those reads bhere arrive and depard
1vlor

rarsh 17, 1853, 3.

L
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e gy
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" Fort

civg the crash ovar-ready shabistics

Al export shipueats of flowr and grain for bhe year 158!

vhereas Jiew York's shiyments of the sme commaitics

Mughols. 5%, Tenic treiled with 5,081,165 bualnls Pov the

spyor

A% Gx e lareeoh rrimary o
her revts of bhe world,

ity

i e,

}, lisbory and Sormevoe of O

Shigage,

ma) Nioviee of the Dusi




anot be Zenied thot T

great sermercial cenfes, recolve mor

» e conge of tie yoar, bui nomn of bl
e hgve sihown above, r e ameunt co

cers,

and

3411 copare
> hords

calted in this

svalopne

} Jle was convinged thab tho ad-

Fanee was one of the best practical illustrations of the rapid prepress and

Imhistry of tho Uest, Mo rejoiced dn s

ng poople rogperous and sau no

Linit vo the prosperity of the United States if everyone kepd tmsy,"S  iow

long,® Bross proclaimed, “ab this vaba, will it be Lofore the cenbrs of popus

lation znd of wealth will have ar

od ot the veridis

m Line of our city, and

ORieago w510 have vindicated her right bo be recopmized ag the

el retrazolis of the Unibed Stal

r, Deoss hoastod of Ohieapa's great loke cemcres cod said:

perons
seniora.

7 a 7200 cenfary rer

he Annmal lieview included the gtate of duginess of the Giieago

lorangiive torie, lashinery wd ivon Works, Stone Works, Asrienltural Inples

nende (Inelucd

ng Neaper and Mower pus oal by Jokn Jbephe

in 1763}, Furritere Namfacturing

421 Stones, Plano Tortes, Lesither, Boots
5 mic.

6 Chavdes A, Lemnt, Wllian Dross
Tllinots, 19ho, 27-

© Forast Collegs

7 Oross, inmal jeview of the




W

and Shoes, Book 3inding, Soap and Canclus, Tabs, Trunks, Tobaeso, Inraving,

Tithographing, and jap Publishing, #illiam Bross even reported oa the ho:

narit,

The horse mevket of Chicago is without a rival. Tt ig a matter of
camon remerk among strangers that horscs In the streets of Chicago are
not exeolled in any city in the Union, ago is often familiarly
spoken of as a fast place, lowever that mey be, che tolerates very few
slow horses, and the surrounding Statesof Wiseonsin, Indiana, lichigan
and even Ohio from wheroe she draws largely, can bear witness o the
grenf, unbers of their choieest stook which are yearky sold in this mar-
Kot

2

WH1lian Bross had a suggestion to make to tie merchants and the

railro

of the city in the Review, Fe asked hat tiey maintain a uniform

sysbem of statistics, so that there might be exact statistioal information
sbout Chicago's subsequont trade end cormorce. This pamphlet was metable in
shat a pood deal of space as consumed n explaining that Chicago was not a

“low" place.

now vﬂsh %o refer, in bris conmection, to a fach of vast impor—
s upon the quostion of health, ard desply intercsting
% is thab Chicego is slevated mors than six hundred
of the Ablanbic citics. Situated mpon the greab cemtral
the Ancricam Gontinert, Irem which the great rivers of the
canatry flow dam Shousands of miles’to Iudsen's Bay, Ue Gt of Gt
laronce anl the QIS of Lexleo. Brerfenco sng cbecrvabion aye proved
that Jn cieh of tha throe cuntinents, the slevated platoaus in
serpass in healthiness the low lands of $he coast. Tl

o
e i  raciamy cantelns nore oxvgen and iz wore stimilating to

nal epldcmics, are, com1derébl] oo i average of othor
citing of the same population,

185,

.y 72,




bz
The reasun for titls 7ery careful cxplanation that Siicago was indecd not a

o' place was dve to the fact bhat the

ar 165l had been a great cholera
year i Ch

0.

2

Tt vas generally asswned in those days that low, damp loca-

Hons were "ideal' places for cholera and there had been smell epidemics in

daring 1032, 1338, and 1852, 3ut, one thousand four hundred twenby
percons died of this drend disease in the year 1853h,

on the first day to

th eighth of uly alone, two Mindred

and fifty cholera victims vere buried in|
the ¢

Captain 4, I, Andreas tells that a mimber of people in Chicago be-

£an to move owt to Filwen!

Wisconsin, 'Death-caris,! he sgys, “wore cen-
timially upon the streets."l0 Cidcago's growth in pepulation during the year

185l surcly was not phonomenal. The city's population “or 1953 was 60,652,

5 in W5l it was 65,672, Cerbainy the greab cholera opd

e wes In sone
Part rogponsible for such a small advance in the ei

's population,

The yoar 1855 found

acont Brogs experiencing his firet bem in

whlic offics, e was electad a member bo the Gi

Couneil, le

ot ingaished

smgell by his ecpecial attention bo all wo:

waich promoted Chicage's con-

ec anl trage, Fhillp Eineley relatos that wiliiam Bross secured & public

4 Job for the Donocrabic P

The Chieago Tribune,
Wi pking %

2 juicy

item, camented on it and startec

! petusen £1s tyo

AevspapsTs wheh lasted until 1953,11 Tn adttion to his Comeil of

ice and

per work in 1855, Bross assisted in the o

Sing of & bocklch, "The

n

5t Mundred Years,
Aired Hnonf, Gii A




L6
Ilinois dazobtoer end Dovigrants' Guid

.M Albhough the booklsh ony emjoyed

1t was nadoubtedly pubished in benefit those ne;

fiross hed wrged to cone to the Garden Cify.n

tobal posulabion was foreign-born. Actually Chicago was mora cosneryol

ew Yok, sinve only L3 of Few Yorl's tobal popwlation was fevedgn-vorn,

7oat group of foreign-bor in Chicago were the Trish who nade wp adout
207 of the tobal population. English, Uslsh, and Seotoh nade W 94 of the

total population, while 178 of the total population wore Gernan born. The

nexct roup, consisiing of bhe Swsdos, Norwesians, and Dancs, mads up abeat

225 of at

toba’

pegnlation.

, he Trench, Belgians, Italians, paniards,
Folea, and Mueslans did not scparabaly make up ons per cent of the fotal popu-|
latien from 1650 to 1870,12

< pation projects unde the aegis of railroad companics, sush as the
Jentiral, terped the rastless to leave cstablished homes Jor new|
dumEa conueoted with the great metropolis of the West, Well phrascd|
tigts ﬂtnrc@tﬂd in lands near railroad

5 and arbisans of tle Iritish Ielos and the
of Pden 1sy in the State of T1linoie.l]

o8

H1limn Dross was also a waber of the board of divectors of the Kechanics

Insbiluts w21 laborsd urbiri

n behals of bhe Georgian Bay Canal wroject

furing 1 Japtain A, T. dndroes tells us that the

fornded to diTMuse kmowledge anong the

935, The plan

Instltas

5 to found a coarse of lectures, a mmsewn and library and to

¢ Ohicago, TZ, 22




sponsor anmal fairs.lt fThe Georgian fay Canal project had first i

ir, Bross in 1953, The underbaking concerned a route for a ship-canal from
the Georgien 3ay to foronbe, Dross descrided it as follous:

ILying to the northeast of lake Huron, and gemerslly included in the
sane name, 1o Ln fact snother lzke called Manltowline (Georgian Ray)

nearly as large as Lake Ontario. i% the seubheast ond of this lale is
lictawasaga a7, into wiich a river of the sane name enters. This river
1o navigdbla o5 sane digtanon, and Syon Uhe hesd of nevigsbion o K-
penfeldt B of Lal Eincos, is a disbonce of only twelve miles,

 Hotatosh says this L5 one of the mosh bOmANL 1akes on the

estorn fonbinent, sevenby milos long and tuenty-oight broad. The
cmmtry betcen the liotawasage river and lake Sincos is Sree from hills
and very favorable to the oenstruction of such a canal,ld

In on article in the Dally Domocratic Press on July 12, 1855, Uillianm Tross
eboy

T (the Georglan Bay Canal) will save at least 500 niles of lake naviga-
tion, avoiding i

i, fhe 5t. Clair Flats, the Detrolt River, Take frle, amd the
Helland canals

et the Canadian cupitalists,” be said, "™build their canals as Tast as pos-
sible, he Fest will erowd thom with business as soon as they are finished.!

K& 3 menting of |

> Chicago Foard of Trade on MJu

, 1255, he spolie aboub
the Srorglan 3ay canal and the groat advambages to lake camerce of such a
can,

& comittes was eppointed, George Steele, Thoras fichmond

Jones,
Firan thesler, 0,

. wneeler, B, 5. itichond, Thomas Stecrs, i 5. King, and
Willian Bross were on it, The purpose of this group was bo raise funds with
comtiticos of other lake cities for the project, In Septembor, 1855, the

1 A, T, indreas, Hisbory

£ Chieago, T, 519

Donocratic Pross, February 10, 1853,
July 12, 1855,




L8

Torono Zoard of irade invited delegates from the

ko eities comtittees to

discuss the camal projoct. I, George Stecle and

. Sross iraveled %o
Toroato for the comvention, Spealing befors the delegates Bross said:

Jt i proposed to construct another preab highiay for the comerce of
the Upper Lakes to Lake Ombario, and themoe to the ocean, Ihe Yest
nesds the Osorgian Day Canal and every otber avemie to the ocean that
can possibly be opened,ll

The gwrvey for the pessible cost of the canal resulted in an estinate of
22,170,750, Captain 4. T. Andross writes , , , that the charter of incor-
poration wea obtained but beyond the breaking of ground and presenting the
president of the company with the ususl gift nothing was dome,'8 This vas in

part due to the financiel crash of 1B57-58. i

iant Bross, however, contimed
his offorts in behalf of the project, Spoaking in 1075 zt Dos Koines, Towa,
at the Jowa Industrial Corvention, he said that he stild loolked forward to

ths tmilding of the Georgien Day canal, the comercial valus of which would

be wnll worth the anount spent on its construction.1? Adwittedly, ¥illiam

Bross wes a man of so many and veried interests and works b

his prodigious
encrpies must constantly be reparded with admivation end resvect.

e State of Illinois could hoast of two tiousand four hundred ten

niles of railroad im actual operation when the fnv

a1l Tevisw for 1555 was

prasevhed Yo the public. "The railroad rushes omrard," seid Fross, and pours

18 A, T. indress, listory of Chicago, I, 58h.

seraghook, 2,




be

its comerce and its wealth inbo the lap of JaScage."®? Chicago could clain

Ton 2]l firsetions into

2,933 milos of corpleted road in eperation lsading

the ei; 1051, the city had had forty miles of road leading into it.

Diring the year 1835, articles momafactured in Chicage were valued at cleven

nillion dellers; three million seven lundred thirty-five bhousand dollars had
been imvested in improvements end the city's population had grown from 65,872

in market and Dmber trade as representative

%0 80,028, Speaking of tho Gra

buginesaes, Bross said:

e years ago we rentared the prediction, hat in five years from that
tima Hoa anwil, grain trada of Ohioage yowid vesch 20,000,000 bushels.
Tae tables which we publish today show that the plochtLol" has been veri~
Jod two yeers 3n cdvance, dnd yeb, when we gave wbicrance to it, thore
“ere rary wio fronounced us visionary, and even cur best informed citi-
zons thought vz onbirely too sangeine, Four yeats ego the agnrerate of
ihe Qurdor business was 125,000,000 feek; for the year jush clesed it is
326,000,000 Seet12l

word eertainly be the

Sone men, four or Tive years before, thenght that b

nonk for She business,
that the cone has besun to be reached, And so we
ougd n tha loading axticles of our oomsonc, Wilh the
anount of toarage emploffj with
£ building and other mbshartial i
SER e
slace in the arbicles o

o, T on im:n ns

o0 that such astonisling developms unerring

#13ien Tross balie

20 iltiam Bross, Fourth Anmal Review of
ecitres of Cricago, Tor he Towr 1053, Dan
s CFieago, TG0, (0.

“ermerce, Rallroads

To Troe Stodn TriTe-

and Jam




significance i

t and glorious fnture for the city of

Rovigu Zor 1853 ireluded an

nmteresting sketch of the Demcerstic Tress

establi:

Sermencing wth @ camaratively onill capital, and without a single
ubscnntion hsb tho uc’nr\cr'u,lc Press cstablicmont has
bhe ervy and
rowing in eircn-
on, end our merel business increaring in u"\u\\nl. with every now day,
onids Tt tas becone the Largest prinbing establisimer of Tiew York
and Boston, endoying 2 reputation beyond the
to injure it in the public esmmon, and with a oi
40 the sapers yrinted in the chief cities in $he Umion,2?

ossib:

"The envy and malice of oppoments,! referred to by Mr. Bross, might well nave

nd with the Tribune m

oned bef

. Bessie Lowice Pierce gives

wor Zfor 29 concerning bie

ccrabic Press virculation, Sae reporis

Shat in 185 the

Procs bad a cirenlation of 2,08k deily and ,089 weekly,

Zelating Ghe advane of the Fress, Dross wrobe:

Al COREEREN RISt Yobianey
. Improvemenis, inech

ning
omt. of Soats Lnzgoet denbiomrd
e el ool ot o Bty s iy’ ael opmaeay o o ShASH
Trods , prints, cuba snd counte 20,000 cards per hour, and the
stber 10,00 cards per hmm It is the perfection of machi i
e n rumning by stemm <lso, el sther in-
srery Sonan et alon i tatnecs of aswgmaper, d job
printing, anng which we nay mention pmer Tolders, aoh it e peess
funm the Tross, mmd fold ther ready for meiling ~lmost fr a twirkling.,
Tesent, 14ne we have 65 nen and boys exployed in the Glfferent depart-|
s of mir ectablistuent, and our current business is at the rate of
220,000, per anan.

"It has veen car aim, as woll as oo pride, to make the emooratie
o5 ostablishment a Tair exponent of our repldly frowing and Prosperous
7, and in shis stfort wo flabter ourselves we nave hoon enbircly sic-
cessl. s much we feel thet we have a right o sy respecting the

23 bid., 79.

2 T

sic Louise Pierce, A IHstory of Iz, 117,
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measure of success that has crowned our endeavors and it conbributes not
a 1ittle o our gratification to kuow, that thers are thousands of read-
ers of he Demoeratc Press throughout the Northest who vill recoive
this assurance ol its prosperity and prospects with almost as mueh gemm-
ine ploanyrs os thengh ey ore parties in intoragt encolves,

We shall at all times bc pleased Lo see these friends and others at
our office when they ¥ o city, snd i1l 4ake mch pleasure in
showing vhem thwough the establishment, 28

Tooking back in 1876, Bross smys that the editors of the Democratic Fress did

fot draw a cenb from the paper wntid after Jamary 1, 1355,26 yhis wndovbied-y

1y inflaenced the editers in presonting the slketch of the Pross in the Review

for 1835, They had started with a capital of $6,000 and with memies borroved

and fron the sale of some of the editors’ real eptate, there wvas capital

ing o 75,030 in the Domocratic Press in 2856, Seeing the growbh visiel

amount

ble on all sides, ¥illian Bross wrote: “The progress for the last four years
has inded been wonderful,n2T

John €, Tremont received the backing of the now *hepublican-mindedt
Domoeratic Fress when he was nominated in 1856 by the Rcpublican Party in op-
position %o Jares Duchenan, the Denocratic presidential candidate, dnnouncing

n of Fremont 6n June 18, 1856, the Demosratic Pregs said:

The ‘“5\'1’ (of the ballot) 15 in the highest degres gratify ':Ln,_, tut by no
orising. Tt v regons conclusion with the rising mésses of

Wblinen Semocvany Swougheat e Gountey, fron Haine be OAlformia)
emor. ¥a5 to bo e pan to Lead then 0 Tictory v e dogporate
tion whoze nistrs il it of

RBross, Tourth Annua) Review of Cowmerce of Uhd the

Bross, Histary, 32,

27 Brogs,
'
1353, 15,

owrth Anmiel Zeviow of Comiorce of Gf
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torisn and civil wer, Shveaten o bring incalenlable
o prasents i rare exerplo in tiase Givos of

treason,
qs

claracter, ¥o reprosents the o7 Juetice an the
sommacts hetweon lorth and South; law and order, as epposed ko ireason
ond nob rile; liborality and equalily arong all claseos of citissnes
fimnzes snd mederation in cur intercosree with obher c»unman.ﬁ

On Jure 19, 3856, there were about Dive thousend people present ab a I

an rally in Dearborn Parx, Over the speaker's stand were hung signs &

s “Fren Farbors,

sald;  MPrecdom--Tree FansageFree Specch and Fr:

ian Loscls Dayton of Hew Jersey

Facific itailroad, Fremoat and Dayton," SHLL

vice-presidential nomines, “illian Pross made his first

palitics® cpseck emdorging Treront ab this gathoring,

an oceaston of decp and sbzorbing intersss

ser this vast crowd this ovening,
hn 3, Fremont for Presideat. (‘ntlﬂlmas °

\o=n man with National principles——principles

tho 3

e Fast

«creaus of the wiele Tnion--

wiich erbraco und r--a.Td £t
the Torth an
In 8, Prement we have v Avo of doubiing lifeless

bul 2 man waose niud can erasp the splrit of bue age, & man

deatiifiol with ard has contribived larzly b its progrogs

Gribited ite vast rescurces, and Uth

1 so0n bave roac acress the
C mp Atloatic and Pec

» comeren of the n Sreir gragp.

‘harbors and e iits e 1 and e shond o

b

atig) yon\L) breshapter and qur g
A g a:\,x'y sirges bo rise no nore,

& Tepublican cause. As

o5t labors for

Thug Segan

e presider e book the stinp, going fnbo Seuthern

June 19, 1056, 2.
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speeclien

a wirongly Jesocratic zentlon, cons

that Promont favorsd inbernl improvements and a Tacilic railroad,30

course,

wonld cor:

*aile on one of mis political travels, ir. Bross meds the zcquain-

tancs of fbraban Lincoim.

'3 Iirsb met Yr, Tincoln, to lmow hn' says , . . Bross, 'ab Yandalia,
the ol¢ copital of the State in October, 1055, Thore was to be a politi|
sal mecting in fromt of the old Sbabe Touse, in the center of the square
at 2 o'clock, Soon after he hour the somerous voise of nn Surdy rang
through the town: 10, yes! A1 e who
dvaw nearit The srovd ab onoe bop
o Toctor then introdiecd €3e i
th best prosentation he coild of the principles
forzed Tepublican party, zml the reasons why Iremont, 'bhe g(.llanb
Zinder of the Uost, ! should be elocted President,
cponker clos i

1 and ook & i
wtir st Lincoln and I fromontly net during te carvass, and often
aftorward 1 spoke with hin fron the came plabform,

Leaplse the oarnost efforbs of meny cnorgetic fepublicans, Jobn G, Frenont

lost the clection and James Buchanan, the Democratic presidsnbial nonines,

was elected, Tremont received 11 electoral voles dut Pochanan received a

30 Eldred C, Stoler, "The Derocratic Blemert in the Tow Ropublican
Farty in Tllinois, 1856-60," Pepers in Illinois Misbory and Transations for
i

ke, Mlincis KistoFicaT Sociely, SLrangfisld, TI1indis, 1942, IG-19
usebbs, Febmary 2, {date miss-

ion, amnum, TL1i%0i:

on Advertiser, Bosbon, Hassas

rily Colles

ing), nevmap-—m Phing, Lloyd
32

Srepared and armrned by Francis oune, The Tverydey
oln, lincola's Tife and Chavaster Porbrayed by THoss

ool
T Trsseon u’T'—" TaRing Compaty, tow Tork, 105G, 26,




S
total of 174 elecboral votes. There was mo sorroy, however, when the Anmal

Revi

Zor 1356 was piblished. Twery o

dzen of Ghicage could be proad of

the guat ond statistics so chiy p by Willian Bross. The rail-

roads were s43ll growing, One mindred four trains now arrived at and departe

duily fror. Chicago., Freight, passenger and rail, ete,, broaght the total eawr)

ingg of the railreads centering in the city to §17,343,242.8k, for the jyear
ending Jecouber, 1856, ¥assengor travel reached a mew peck., "The total noved
nent of the principal railvay lines cemtering ab Chicago vould be about
3,350,050 passengers,”33 The tobal value of Chicage's mamlactared arbicles

reachoe

agtonioking

gure of $15,515,063, "ivery aspoet of the horizon,.

east, ush, morth and soush," declared Bross, "is full of promise and joyous

hope--ua affer 1o all the inspir

motto, Courage! Omwardl™3t Spesling of

the agricslivrel advance of the region arcand Chicaro, Bross said:
J'o hotter ovidence nced be required of the growth and prosperity of
try tribulary of Chicago, than the rapidly inoreasing ouamtity of|
5 it pourg into this mariet. In 1052 the botal receiptc vere
2,001,000 Sughols, In 1856 thay are noarly 9,000,000 bushels,
bored that Shis ia the combribubion net of an old and
Iy d province, bub of a eomparatively 'lsvr, and yet thinly
d comtry ik may cortalnly be uite excusable to anticinale i
1021 roburns for the Muturs. The reccints of the lasi year
ragn ovor 20,00 bashels for cach wask day, and he shiprents ores
¢,000 ousnels per dav, ov an agoregate movement of 5k,000 dushels per
o it an avosage price of say J1.25 per bughel Snis m.;"m imvolves
% ar an aggregate of 121,127,500,35

voss, PLfth fmsel Heview of Yhe Commerce, Manufactures,

Crivate Iiprovendiis of WECAZ0, ‘w*F"“.;_ et T0; b
. of ToiTroads, ahd 5 Coneral Synoels of the

T Tess TAMOL ptoat PLIALS 'mm g TREb1Tskent




oE
Alian Bross uas loasod to be able to off

such a rapovt ho Lhe
pblic, VI puy ha whole history of the civilized world
® s

5 Yean fisniah a par

1151 5o the vigorcus growth aad

o tho countiny uh

oh hag Shieago Tov its mommereial mstropolis.®3é
obwithotanding the press of his deily duties ab bhe rewspap
Peliticad activiile:

r and

Vlian Bross fennd

e to take an active part in the
foundi;

2 Untvorst

ty at lake Foragh, Illincis, in 1957. o vas deeply
o the establichm

b and of *he school,

o aron; our rich mon nu neke an ad
thins dei

i to

Laim Toreat
pible for the cdueaticnal imtorests
Tow mich mhln- o pghtee-to de thst then b Loass A
s for hejrs to squander,

for Novarher 5, 207

411iem Tross wrohe,

Lo in oy widls ) [J") of my el

r aparted son, ,mus fod grent tiat 25 3 v b L
pcl of our Blessed Savior 4o the ond
f heve booy sared o do Bto biing

y 1605, Sroos wrotos

%y has tmr nore than us
~doeds ar s all pasced
. a6 ‘abu.:l A,o. Tor \,Lo,
» 6t edding

ail padd

' Tn e Pirse pla
1m0l 3, T illeerd
& presert to vy Doar
T bransferrad al,rso, hocore 12
Zor \,LO (rm. 1r \‘he Cornectieus Mutunl Zifo IYI’U"—\IIC

5 630

o Lribnne, Jamary 16, 1898, ne
vn'\(‘FF 1]1*\01@

Williwm Fresa, 1879, Sl.
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%o be used
Joregt Tni-
bntoss of the
39

fic ad definibe purposc, o Lhe Trustecs of
Q& J“LLVEX‘.‘ICJ boing guardians and tke distr:
et 3n cur article of agresment,

corplele an endowren’ of %0,000., the interest of wii
nos:

at Lake Forest Univorcity and

am Bross e

duilt a faeully residence there, fhe residonce is called "Dross Cotiage

idea for the Dross ¥rize, This

TS hy

The fune conpleted in . Pross, prov

of history,

Prize is avarded to awbhors of works dealing with the rrlationshi

Scicnce or "facts in avy departront of knvwledge® to the {lmdstian religion,
Oarrett b1

The it evard was made in 190 o Jiarris Franklin Rall of the

ey dntd

on, T1¥inoiz, for his work, Chrish;

2l Inshituie, Pvane

ho

Ibs alare and Trud

“llian Bross' phuloptironic work was fiportanty however, his chief

w Lor the

roel vz N tho prowtk of the eity

W

¢ ratle

yosr 1857, ho tells of sbill amother increass to the Chi

small as a regult of the dspresgion and paric in

coads,  Fhe additicn

Tomer Foyb, spealdng of the depressicm, says:

ik gumer of 1057 a financlal stringency had develozed in Hew
‘blamed by ocastern interesto on “he cvarspeculabion in
2 vail-road building.tl

foh e

“ailvay earnings Jor ibe twelve irunk lines cnbering Cateaco in 1657 were down)

b had been

 from ihose of the previous year

loast

in Iniry ivto Its Matwee

rrie Franpidin Pall, Christianity
wles Ssribner's Sond, e ToTE, TR,

foors of Land Valucs in Chicago, Th

flesee 5 me Thndrs
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31,558,550.25,42 Yet iir. Bross believed that tho panic and depression vould
promt (,n:at*r caution and thersfore bring greater safety in the fuiwre, Ilie

imote:

Ul ol and vealthy cities on the Atlanbic seaboard cuccunbed to the

inancial Tevulsion--while crash after crash oscurred in the cowmercial
.orm, and ruin left its et ey hande-fram all parts of the
country, North, South, Dast and Vest, we heard the momentous Guery put

-iBow Stands Ghicago?! For years the ssserbion hao been made that our
city wag but a bubble, to be =xplodsd by the first breath of adverse
forbune, How nobly she has westhersd the storn and falsified the pre-
dictions of envious rivals, it devolves upon us in dry facts and figures
that cannot be disputed, to demonstrate, We will show the pecple of the
£a5h that motsithstanding they have rolled degolation and panics from
the Ablantic seaboard to the Misciseippi, that therc is in the comerce
of our city a vigor and elasticity which are equal to every emevgency.
Wo i1l sbow that all tiings considercd, the Trade and Cormerce of Chi-
cago throaghout the past yoar, have beon most fully maintained, and the
falling off in some dopariments of bpsiness is zue to the general stag-
nation thronghout the whole country,3

Altheugh Willize Dross admitted that there had been & "falling off" of trade,
he quoted the 1856-57 Grain Tradefor Chicago as onc example which would help
%o puove that there was only a small reduction in Chicago's business.

The Grain Trade--which is probably the most important branch of our come
neree—iiag been avtive, and shows, contrary to general exvectations, bub
a plight falling off in the business of 1856 and an increase over that of
1885, " The receipts of all kinds of grain in 1855 wore 20,L87,95
bushels, vhile during the past yéar they foot up 21,856,206 bushcis-~a
falling off on the receipta of 1856 of about taree million bushels. The
shipments of grain znd flour reduced to its equivalent in wﬂcab during
the past year, amount to 18,032,768 bushels--which is but 2,818,618
bushels leos than was shipped in 1856, It will be nobiced, however, thad

42 Vildiam Bross, Sixth Anmal Roview of the Commerce, Mamufactures.
and the Public and Private IipTovenonts of CHAcago, for vhe Toar BT VAR 4
Tuli Sbatanent of ler System 'oi‘ TelTrowis a5T 3 Ceneral “V-rapsm E T_hc Bui
8o 0f the Gizy, Democratic PFess Nammobh Steam PAnbing Csbablishne
"E('ago, “TIT5E, LS.

43 mid., 3,




O‘\ 1'\ the general faciing

= ain Trade we show qunc a
hrat we e;qmvtm 9,(.4;,0:2 bushela, or 1,147,532 ] b\,
8 3,229 3,206,897 mishals mors than dn '2653, Ponr,
iz & large Inoreasc. th exported n 165 255, A9 barcels
theasand b "l‘mL. mors than .alL[/‘HD'\A/" of 1056,

a

Wiliar Bross felt that the depression bad shown that Chicago's prosperity had)

s that Drosa paimbed too rTasy & pic-

But, xias Colbert &l

ture in his ow for 2857, Colbert believes that Chioago was affected mmoh

. Dross relates, sctueliy it was nob until 1838 and 1359

more strongly than

thaty tho depression of 1857 teslly rade ibeell felt in tac o% Chicaro,

Shil 1057 and 1E53 for exsmple, beld as Doose ha¢ once pro-

dlebod, “ho railroad lings entering the city were mob seve it in 2857,

bt in ring two years the railroads fizlt the depression.

in eny case, the peric and mbseauent deprecsion of 1657 has been

dpal roason for She senvolidation of the

ribane which was effosted on the first day

ere:  Willism Reoos, John L. Seripps,

Spears, Tr, O, R Ray and Alfrod Cewles, Jabn liosns

15 of ibe belics "Lhat this union brought Sogether what was wrdsistedly tac

rial weiters and nanagers, at thaab b or siroe some

ablest sorps of

_—

binod or amy 8In e in the country, "5 Jespite tle

refevencs 4o 1

" tho paper

dstical fonprising the

7y TerTitary and Stake,

SOUN S SSuTony I
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i Trivine, This title was retained for sboub tlrce years when the word

e

The year 1850 was surely an exeiting one in the sbate of Illin

The contest betwesn Aorak

Tincoln 4nd Steplen A, Douslas for a ceat in the

encte cansed a grest siir, fThe first Lincoln-Douglas debate

W8 ot Obbowe, Tlineis, on Seturdar afberncon, Mugust 22. There were a groat]

My Ohleagonns prosent having besn on

ced by the special railroad rates.

following week Linuoln traveled through weetern Tliinsis,

ealding

# Galeaburz, jacorb and oticr places. Ko was accomparled by Josech :

411
ad Rl

=47 he gecond debats was schedule ab Frecporh on fugust 27.

5 tire the railroads offered 2 sixby per comb rabe and azain vary people

0ok advamtage of 34, VAL

w053 and Josesh Medill were both prosent to

hoar i, iZncaln s

"The editors of the Shicago Zress and Tribuns," says

Mildred G, Sbol

, "ihreu themselves wioleheartedly imte the fray, &

% wag during $his poriod Yhab Yhe Iress and fribwne shoved groat enter-
Tise &—1 news collectiny, It contaimed Lull reporte of the

Dovylen ddbates which were printed with wmoual promptacss, the reporiorg
cing Almmore and abers R, It

E

n Y8104 Soott says that the name was rutatned umil 1367}
wqwn:n. 2nd iodicals of T1linots lBlL 1879," Zollections of ihe Illinoif
State Fistorical iibrawy, Springfield, r1linois, 197 20, NI, 63, ‘!ona.q‘ae"vm‘lu
Tree; Al 5T ord "Preso? was dropoed October 25, 1867

loors, 5.

ifatery and Tis

a
5
2
5
B A
46
28

17 James ., Burns, "The -zandmpn Hou 5,
linzis Stabe Hisboric 5 u.mu, Fihe
T

Jilired
Party in Tllinaiz, 263

Stoler, “fhe Democrabic Sloment in She Hew Roprblican
=60, 49,

g

desion 5. Sorrey, Chicuge: Tte Mistor: ond The fwildees, T, 360.




Shoxtly after, Linceln came up o Chicago o consult with Josepn

Wllien Bross and nake out a list of appeintments.®C Ermest Pooic olains

that 1b was during this time thab Lhe Press and Tribuns really felt the brunt

of the deprescion of 1857, “Several partners dropped oub,!

the p

regartg, Mand

1 wes soon bankaupt, but Hedlll wee not beaten ¥et, itn Bross and

obler pavtpers left,

e ot a thrge-year extencion of debls amd paid them all

in twentyaone months, 151

in spite of Abranam Lincoln's failure to win

senatorial olecw

Hon, his Zriends 55111 had smorueus faith in him, Tt is concrally acknowl-

edged that the Trsss and Tribunoe ves the fivst newspapor to publicly anmounce

oln a5 the right nan for the

publicen presidential norination. Willam
Wross snd his associates put forth every effort for the momination of Tincoln.)

Fir, Trops bent ail Ris enorg

ies of voice and pon 0 the cause, laboring night
an? axy.52

Hotwithstaniting, William Bross faithfully conbimed to write the

Iy finaneial articlo so dear to his intercst. He was unenrpass-

roid of Wie increzss in Clicago's population when in 1859, the citisens]

were mamberad at 93,000, Still

, he was looking foruard to the one mndred

thousand wark. The depression had begun o' set in when the Jeview for he

Stevens, 'Lifc of Shophen drnold Douglas,” 507,

irnest Foole, mbs Gone, Hon Lo liade

5 cago, ¥ohrws ML
nzs, Sew York, 1543, 9.

James Gramt ilson and John Fiske, ads

a1 Don

plcton's Gyelopedia
iy, 9. Appleton and Company, 1047, T, GIL,
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ere was a slight increase in the Grein frade

winted.

%111 short over a nillion bushels of that of 3856 t, real

wany Land-ownors

irly steady.

retiate velugs in Chicago remaine:
ina

ross’ optimism and refused to

wexe eneovvaged
iert Srocs viewsd wth 4 scornful aye

low markot, In the Zeview for 1750, WLl

‘hase critics who predicted a large drop in Chicago land values. lie wote:

Tie qpmhw on 4in Chicago real sctato for the last five yeers has
Holdors of ay considerable parcels of property havs in a com-|
arion found taensolves wick, This apong other things
il bhene of alam and ridierle $o seribblers for
the iribe af gmall-ry Searists; and now that bhel
= uorth uhilef
of constitutional or interosted crosk-|
Aftor telking considorablc m be erdlect ac-
“répation in Tegard to this oubjoct e balisve the conlition of
L ostatie o be as fallowm:
= buu,, halders of real antate in this ciby have mow, as ever,
niidence in the sibstantizl character E:
IFoze w0 arg dble o o3 thom will not soll ©
5 of the clity real cstal
ance npon hoas Tigiras.
ere forced to sell, 46 ma

enomons

a

c:»;mcb %o Frofit by suct
heir finds dn the banda
wait pasiontly Sor d
@ dowil, AZter pugs: g
nd post far-sesing eapits
caro read propevsy.od

heoigh i o on o5
have not logt -:\l'«‘ cle of v‘onj‘v dence

Pevioy for 1855 as the couree of informa~

refers to {llimn Pross!

t Jowser, 1% was aab long wnbil

bion coacerming land values fox

rat ear,

i ll..;\r\ B"uss, Seventl Anmual fieviou 0(‘ fhe Irade and Com;

) Ayt TprovTs oF T T o T, Tt

e e T T T Bt T, 88 TbTishel
e v

15T Ggmosals © o
17 Tosct o Tribing, ~Fevs sl 54
5, 1859, :

E37.

ST ETent; ChE




real astate prices took an enurmous drop. John Gtephen Nright speaking of I

loszer in 1359,

;w, worth in 1856 at least 1600,000., and not
ness chargeable to it, was cmplefe.b' swept Sl

{200,000, of

Western railroads were reelly hard-put in 1558, The trunk lines entering

Chicago showed 2 falling off in receipta o

1,304,727,61 #n 2857 from those

,236,451,92 in 1658 from those of 1857, T

of 1656 and The total decreass be-

tucen the yoars 1656 and 1858 was {6,621,219.53.55 Bross wrote:

The railumes of the Vst have suffercd severcly during the pact yoar,
They have had the worst year they will ever have; for the dsvelopment of
e tient, 1f is belioved, will roccive no chuok for mary yoars in the

& on shall come, our rich prairies will bl
gent, =nergetic pecple, Wioge mibevs ¥ill be told
thoir asinal necaseitias will ajyays foroe @ lavge and
ve thalfie upon the reiluave of the Host

ty tronsportation, bowever, made an advance during 1

R

8. Chicago'l
Seate street strestcar line was begun on Fovenber 1, 1338, Josiah Beymour
turrey pelatos Shat Fenry Fullor broke the first ground and wil)ian Dross

drove the flrst spile at tae cercmory.5T
“ho progristors of the Tribune apiied bo the Illinois State Legis-

Lature for a charber of imcorporation in 1360, Tt was duly isswed to them

under the name of the fribune Gowpany with a capital of $200,000, The

51 Jociab Seymowr Currey, Chicago: Its fistory and Tts Duilders,




officers of the compeny wers: John locke Soripes, president;

AIliam Sross,

dent; A)ered Gowles, secrotary end treasurer, and Joseph

311,

2. superintendent. The editors contimued to work eathusiastically for
d#brehon Lincoln's nominatbien but even some of his closest {riends wers doubb-
ful, @i3lien Bross tells of meed

He, 1060,

¢ Lincoln after the Lecatur Convention in

T wes sitting on a trunk," says Dross, "alone ab the end of the

Hall, with s head down and leaning it on his hang, 59

Hr. Jéncoln told

o

rosg thet he was mot feeling well, Wherewpon Brocs told him that he hoped
he'd be Teeling betber and that he rezlly should be gebting hi:

s acosptance
speoch e

- as Wis friends wero gure o maminate him for the President at
the 0

‘cago Corvention, Iincoln replied that it looked a Jittle thab vay,

Tt that 1itile reliance could be placed on snch things.5?

Ibrahen jdneoln was nominated as the Repvblican procidential candi-
date, Put even while the Chicago Tribune was laboring dilizently for ihrabam
Lincoln

election, rwilings of secession wero being heard fvom the Sonth,

levertheless, “ho editors were not deterred, Weither Ir, Bross or his associ-|
abes Lelioved in 2

porizing policy, Tracy T, Sirevey says:
Locatod in the Torftwest, in the midst of a new ouwnizy on
st end a papidly prowing nopuletion, bhe Chieago Tr

tegic position, Folitically the sbates of Ehe I SetFrct
crting an inoreasing in”luence in national affairs. Such action

ofter dowbiiul in view of tho diversi:

ik of Jerna mntiaro of pro-posthemors
e

7 of population and the setile-|

4 north ol the Ohio River.
w611 voalized tie importunce of the Northyest in the national

efforts o keep
11 Hortinz

the Tast and “esh aivided.
% in gecal e pvating 3
zition to render .o“Lharn

pam Zincolr, 730




&t

o7forts valnoless, TS was in thig &
yme played an irportant part 80

eld of action that the Chicago

a5 olected in 1860, His copenents for the presidsnbial

A. Teacios, morinsted on the northern Nmoeratic

Sige, roinzted

A

B2, chosen by tho Constitabicnal Tnion Parky. ¥r, Iimseln sconved only

fovky per cent of

nopilar vote bit e had one bandred end eighty votes in

he alactoral college. His o

ned opponents recelved one mundved and

b ki, 1061,

cane tho outbrosk of the Givil wav, “The Chicage TrZ

worthig

cogo Domeerab," ssys Zvaest Toole, Tand beeomo the

N o, w62

Hior the Tribane called the pation to ams.

Led e paper or. Jamiary 5, 1861, at a mecving citizons of

0 to oved their loyalty to the Union, In his epoech

s evening, i,

Pross wrzed an all-eut clZort o that the war should de W,

. shorb, sham

and Necigive, waged on the T

h ground of 'Liberty and Wnjen, 03

Tk 15 no deemed noscasary Sor the purposes of this paper to rolate

e

rens of linm war. The

ntero:

b of the wri

er Lies prineipally in the

*Joseph Fedill and the Uhlcago Trituns in the
on of Lincola, Papors in IlTinoin fictory and fransac.
1938, The Tilindis SHEs TeTarieal BosTory, ToriasTeldy

s A Short History Tomogracy, 362,

Hanba Sono, L8,

Ho-raphical Skelchas, L3,




ross a3 enorg;

i-colored ragisent

nder the cemand of

CaZonol Jakn 4. Rros iem Bross! irterest in the abolitien of slavery i

Teflect

d n Gris enterp

Thove swore quite o few wor nostings held by

ancig Cook tslle ug that

A = 1igt of prosifin
“novm citizens as the lon,
Julian

officers at various hines inciuded such well
ac 3, Bryam, John ¥, fareoll, the lom,
tnzey (Iayor ab the outbreak of ths war), ¥ha lbn, J, B. Rice
smi on, R, H, lason {both subscquently Eayors), fudges John ¥, 03
5 end fenry Lrwsond, the Fon, Bamond, snd Deacon (aubrediently
abenant-Governon) W 131an t2h

go's contribubions to the na

‘oml stragple,

Toginsmte and batbo e mov-|
¢ citizens penerally, sonred onb SR sint for
o5e and o send tospital stores to the Cront; and generally,

Irm i ogimning to the end of Yhe war, nll ths cnergies, the youlbh,
and ihe power of the city were at tho service of 4he goverrent,

5 and vriting, Willian Bross oncouraged the peeple in the

var eLlort and advocated freedon for the claves, wrging Prosidont Lneoln to

anciration Proclamabion,06 The Chicago Tines, however, did nob

Fremsis Cook, Bygone Days in Olieago, 3.

65 Vabel ieTlvaine, Rewipiocences of Chic
aneliny end Sono Cowparty, ORAERCS; 19LL; T1.

g bhe Sivil tmr,

an Seott, Mewspapers and F
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Tessie loricoe Picrce says thab cditor

shave the onthustasn of the Tribu

thought that Irecdem for the siaves wonld rerult in

econamic ruin For th Horbh and South,ST The famcus suppression of the Times

in 2063 was dndeed a test of the rights of froa specoh and a free press,
sonzl loss when Colonel Jolm A, Tross

The Bross fanily suffersd a p

tiniz, July 30, 280L. Williar Bross, journsying

was flled at Petershurg, Vin
to the frenb ko recover the body of kis brother, visited Prosident lincaln,
that the losses of the war weighed hoavily on ifncoln.

ey
11

riL Sell you what the noople want,! said the iresident,

ety S S T e T ththﬂ:: fnat come or mot, T ohy
nd ; duly, Hers T shall begp and Shey may

N % »h» window o one), bit,

docert 1y poss

r Yhat assured me,” said Bross, "bhab these wore the

SR B 4
sensiments of his 3mmost soul,"SS.

te Convention met at Springfiedd in Jar,

Tlian Pross was nominated for Licuonemb-Governor of the state, Joln

ho lieutenant governor eloct, was selected as a

l13an Tross,
Feprestnbativa of (oo Geyal pross, 5 & doaemred rovognition of it
DpeerTul inflsence in upholding the casse of he Union and susbaining tho
Ay in the Licld.79

vosy and Richerd n cordidabe fov gevarnor, ere

o1, UL

4 History of Ghicy

48 Francis P, Drowme, The Everyday Lifc

ioser, Tilinois, lis




qrosad by

wmorrale

©. “gbisson ond 8, Corning

tial glection, the contest was

B. licOlnZ

n was his opponent as the Jemecratic nor

inpe. The Tepublican pies

fom coall with tie nzintenenca ¢f the Union and She prv

secution of the war,

Jehn D,

0 relates that blie Dimocrabe presanted a fpeace ab any pricet

srog

llhough this was disavowsd by licClellan.’? The stete campaign in

en

%0 #20 Jepublicen part

“s. Although tha popular vote race zas

¢loge, fvrahan Lincoln received frro hundred and twelve clecloral votes ard

lieSlelizy goi orly duelve

Ta the ghate, lichard Cplevhy fdefeated dies O,
ohingun, 160,770 to 158,701 and ULL Brase defeater B, Corning Mudd,
sorbant part in Lhe

woge related the cnidy

robel congphracy

s of illincls, Jolities and ol
el of Th Thale, 1000

5.

of fmerican

s of 2

3, Bennell, [elitirs and Politicians of Ohi
zT. G p i S

14,




incient in 2 pepor which he presented before

wne 17, 1978, o Dosglas waw huilt during

to be vsed for trocps raised in Illinois, Howsver in 1862,

comverted into a bnge for rebel In that year “he prisorers mume

g Camp Douzlas for his andicnce,

bered eizht or nine thoasand. Brocs,

The bounrdaries of Gamp Jouglas wers as follows: The southeast cormer

was at ibe intcrocction of Gobtage Grave Avemus and Cobiage Flaco, the
northern beundary of the University grounds; themee the line van west on
401 cgo Place to its interseclion with hodes svemie; thence diaonzlly

eoterly divection te the corner of Seush P Avenue znd

xd Sroet; thence west on Tmirty-thind Sivoet bo itc inber-
th Torast kvemie to T irot Strect; tlence cash zlong

my-ﬁ rot, Stroch o South Fork ivemme sbout one hundsed and sixly

b3 thonoe east to Ootiags Grove ivenus; bherce =lomg thei cveme to

1 plece of bepinming , . 75

A large mwber of priseners in the camp died in 1362, The Copperhoads at-

inclement

b naltrsatsent alihough Mr, Pross says hat a ver

ributod

wimber vas vesponsible for the deaths. In ary case it was ths cause of somm

orp, Ty 204k, there were approxirately twelve Shousand

vriconers at Samp Nougles. The occasion of the cemyplrcey was tha emocratic

igast 25, 1364, It

fomwentlon wliel was to be acld dn Clicagn bopinnl
cane n i1liom Sposs' attention, from a mmber of sources, that the Copper-
feals wore stlrring unest in the cily end that there was a so-called plob

afoot o {rec She prisoners at Carp Douglas and bum the city, It wan even

movad Lkt some revel officers, who had escaped to fanzda, lad cone to

75 lavel Jellvaine, Zetinisoences of Chirago Dering the Givil War,

165,




(44

Chicegs and were roady to lead the prisoners. I, Bross aleo heand that bher

wers ton “howsend stands of avns scevoted in cellars in he cify, THth Uhis

information at he

¢, Tie called upon General Sucet, the cormander of Oarp

. ©nion soidlers wen

On Saturday, tugust 26th, the
acrp«tm & gentlemen, uir,n thedr blmvurs plerypa
< after day passed, the crowd incrcased 4911 the whole city scemed
wita 2 motley crew of biz s houldc)‘od blear-eyed, botble-noso
oy-blohched vagabondd--the very and ings of tho
slupe and sinks of all the cities in the nabion, I sab olten ab ry m—..
Ja oa Eleiigan dvemie, and sau the Liltly strem of dograded humant

cor to the wigwam on the lake shore and wonderod how the city roud
e saved Lrom baraing and Flunder, and our wives and daughters irom a
far rore dreadfyl fate, 70

Within the nex! few days vhere more several arroste wade by Coneral Swcot's

hicage, bub also in Jolict and HAX:

.

The plan, as derived from confessions of the rebel officcrs and
otner saurees, was bo atiack Camp Dowglas, to velease tre b prisoner
there, with them %o scize the polls, allowing none but the ,e:hcac
1ieket to be voled, and to stuff the boxes sulficiently lo sectre the
¢li7, county and state for IcClellan and Pendloton, taen wi P

city, burning and dostraying every deserition of broperty cxecsth
fhat they oontd agpeopriaa fo Mhels o ute aal Sk of Ged Sovtharn
Prothren=-to lay the oity vas’e and carty off lts money anc stores 4o
Jett sts Jcmmonsﬂ“l

Brogs says Shat whabever violemce

B
3

comtenplated was cub short by the vigi-

lance of Gemeral. Swect's men, the arrests and.the arwival of Demoeratic lead-

v T'ow Tar's who warned thnt ricts or other digimhances would surely

rwin the Damceraiie perty,?8 Kinsley is of the bolief that the wn-




£ the Camp DouzZas plot stirred the people To actlen, Home ards

ro were sent to guard various prison camps,l?

4 were orgenized and mere sols
Albhough ther'e is some dowbt concerning ilic seriowsnoss end inbent of tae
conspiracy, Willlam Brogs' ald inwncovering the plot can be mumbersd arong
his mary services o the eity of Chinago.

rm of oifice ag

In event worthy of some note during r, Dross'
Iicuienant~Govarnor of the state of 3llinois, was the ratificetion of the

tion of the United States by the Illinois

Thirteenth Anendnent o the Con:

logislat “iliiam Aross, ns precicing officer of

she resolution, Looking back in 138k wpen ke occasion, he

Thounth, Inenient besane an integral part of tim Constita-
Hien e tnited Stetes, The dry de the offieial record , .
Five no sign of the docp Selomnity wdeh seccrpanied the passage o the”
rosolukion, T of the struggles of mankind Zor froodem
¥ ® ages scmcd pletured on the minds of ‘he mowbers,
cians of the doar omen slecping their lash slosp that
2, live, thal by this mblime act Onis dark, fol blot
o sape Srem o grond egentehoon, appenrad bo qrive it every
f‘hm‘ phwu Lsn enohic In whispore, as if standing wiong the banbs of
before Shem una Lo sngel of Mght and libarky
Mture of the deynblic, The Ze

o and ir.ii

2ils of

o

tod

of tacir lives.

as presiding officer of &
s A marked event i

fo

The Oniczzo Cribune, I, 330.

70 FHLLy Finsiey,

caro jrivune, Jamary 16, 180L, Eross Sersgbock, 103,




£1ro in 1067, 1hn provlen of the Tilirois "hlack 2

4 boen on £

Iilinois gte

books

inse 1819

have alav

forn but the laws previded for the indentuve of
nogroes and Lio pale or transfer of the corbificate of imdentmre from one

nastor to another, It was =lio ruled unlas

s imso the stabe

2ul o bring olav

for tae pumose of mansipating then,®2 Tmms, *Illinois veaped the benef:

of slevery by

syshem of indentures,83 In 1048 thove wes conbantion over

the oHla

aus,n  Guch prominent Chicagoans es Tsase Arneld and fieorge

paree proposed thab such laus were uneonstitutional, ih Cummon Jouneil

of L city ¢

Lz was an outrage bo morali

e s 2 rebiscace on

the parh of some to syrali ovt strongly against the lav. Sohabor Stephen A

Driglas warned that action against tho law right enb off railroad granis or

Favhor st e

ans Tor the

sate,

Hownwer, by 1

| Seaater Doaglas’

iden

ve oppased by the nuw epublican parfy, Dul the Milack lawsh still

«d on the boaks, In 1862 ", . , the prople of Glicagze had endorsaed a

Lon to provent Tegro i

dgratien, U The Siicass

91 Fross Scrapbook,

i, Oridley and obhers, Jishorical Skolehes, The Inmuirer,
avis, 1907, I, 352,

53 mid., 352,

4 5. Foitiien and BaiE i e ko, Bt
L el at o, Denold, Tolibics and Folitislans pf Shicy ool
oty ane 5.

5 Rocoie lowise idarce, A History of Chdesre, If, 266,




72

moke ot againet ib. Theao

rs later the Tribuns sdvised Lhat

". . . %he safety cf the white Tace lies in doing justice to thn blroks, for

Sod has declared againsh their oppressors,tdé o vrgrd that

to 21low the soldiers in the ficld to vote fov the "black laws'® repeal

be presey e fivst session of the

od in Springfield. Tms, it was during

State legislature in 1065, (Willien Bross prosiding cver the Seaate), that

the £z

ous or infemons "hlack laws were £inally repecled. hlso in this soso
sion %, ., , sppropriations were made for the care of scldievs' orphans and

Zor' the purchase of the tract in wldich the temains of Stephen 4, Douglas arc

says thab

s ranerked, ab the close of the sesaion, wpon the passage of She

5lnbion thenldng the lieubenant-governor for the 'highly hmartial
ond promt, wamer in wihch he had discharged hie deiies,! that bhis
had been he first session in wany years, during wiich By arpeal had

heen tajsn Lrom tho decisions of the preciding offic

Dvah:

idneoln's

th was 2 great blow o the nation as well aa

his friends, “in T11 " egys Ore Thomas M, DMy, Mie gri

T vas the

Geaper oo

Tllinots besh lmew and loved the clain ehieftain. o had

tified TN hor Tistory, ho had fonght the

cram

1 ler growth, he e

basbla of lreedon on her prai

183, she Had givan hin bo the nabion and had

5% toving Lonedictlone and carnest prayess to tac post of

on.

i1, death.n®®  The city of Chicago wes tho seens of freal sourn-

o, D00l

es, Illinofs, NMishordeal and

5. Correy, ohi




7 wenld e to wypress

et u

Thay

¢ of Tenmoceo,

witton on

borday fn the 3

et Ood bl

ine concery

tdant of tha Iite

cary of you sads

Th fg sepltar &

surroanding Mevaban Tineoln!s
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: Sounty,

aro as follows:
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L.,DrLJsmo B

/‘lo Sies
to ta

Dub T said ‘en whab wes year opinion vassd? Tid you
compiraey 5o camit oo hurrible a crine?

Vo, said Jol, Hurrar, "bub I Tave lnam An

There was bub one ¢ in U\e ﬂzu of &l
Lo

ife, T imey as well as I could anything in

T o not thir
Tn g

o7 4het Andy Colmscmts

anid

ere plenty of men in e country
ore and .«1- -f l—m. of a president he #ill
ngle 1ife that s

SnZE

s i bhe vay rust

this dlatance of time, I camvob
but shat ae @

2
on e cubg

2 T give 3

B v
uac living and there wics no divect proof that my nu 4
b fon of Fuesicent Lincoln, we taus

T e o you, Now

4 bost

ne?l.

e year 1863, ion of the cily of

to 370,900, fThe Amrmal Dommerclal Review for 1065, published by

In 1ic oxisrnal rrom,] e ciyy shows a wighty L

ot o trmnders
s, %o Lodon out the irces
oar wincipal taoronghfaren tae sigas of 3

g

v hawe

oerass are pl

21 ullien
Golloctior, wimmed]

3, Greonn to Willian Dross, duiy 22, 1031,
T1inois,

ad e‘f~rr~_\ to tat a g

Somgon Lorg axd
knew his conswing 1.‘JL ion to be Fresldent of‘ tlosn: d

T5 s s Prodiokion is fUlIled, 1 (Bd n
ract, o nay not even divesily ur ic

ko, ant Jianta 3 o
or, !

cobend ot Tubvn
a5 o reunriable tha
e of it corectly, I ofben tall
sior with Governor Tagea and oiier friende, bub as inds Joimson

hing to dn wiih

hat be teo hos
nte llstory for walevsr they may bo worth,

spovesent Coring

festern inpilse Yo 'iwrev

, Hloyd Fardly

on he
scond tem,

Ho one dared

Inow off any

mL wver he

0% %o pube
e to

o had groum

the OuL

mely lel




5

2olling hand of

while tie Zar off suburbs ‘\.LSB \)\l blt the mighty con

progress. have nct curing ar extended our municipal boundaries)
wo' filled in, comch[mm bemutified, utilized in a vender-
Tho cvidentes of prosperily lie all arand us, end we have

ny departments of exbernal zrowth,

s been limited not by lack n? peconiary
workors, notuithotandlng that the hoats
o hattleTield bo resute the peaceful

«
Eas

pur:nLa n.r'u o Titn, 08

The jarmel Cosmercial hoview fon 1805 is not abtribubed o Willien Bross &

thowgh there Ls 2 possibility that perts

U have becn abstracts fron

some of hig articles fov the mne, T Chieage Tribwne, however, @ld

b

) bormersisl Roviews for 4 ars 1059 to 1970, the last Jour of which|

sea o have

2 Tl

by Hias Colbert, fimaneial editor of the paper for

rently Willian Avoss only wrote the daily financial arbi-

clus for the

5 bhe Tirst year aftor the consolidaticn of

tho Doios:

i Iress and the Tribun

sion 4

&
2
s
E]
=
&
5
4

o of Ris gon-ine

enbay

oherber 27, 1902, iurdng ¥ho sboend

Demarest 11 “nameial editor of the Tribune in 1882,

ribing the article.

my ez home Shis morning,
T wrote Tor porbpe mm, a yoar

A articles ever writhen for ary paper ir tio o
tozay wll he jy last, o3

any evenb, 1t vas w1l

ross wln set the procedent, Lo

uoreiol Rovious and the Sinaneizl arbicles for the mewnyapers of bhe eity of

stract of the Tribunsts Asmal Teview of i

< Tortlacst, TrI0uA G

Business
- FIRTIE COtABLIs

nrogs, 1352, 3(.




Bross, n

12 had the ploasare of apeaking 3

H11ims folless ro-

union ol was alao asked to deliver an address o the iow Tor

Sliiver of

n

rens of thn post

Y how b

2onl best dovelop fa vanh ros

on al prosote 1t

Llon 4o Fourg aen G it wartly

ebability . vt clocod wlth an Azhorin

crand &nd glorions i

i4anse which hes fallen to fhen.'? e sane

Year foand Drapal home n the 4hroes of a cholera opidew

' riore

cansed by Hids Jb

vy sizesble, In the ponth ol dune, 197

> Gind; i duly, L2%; dn dugash, W6l An Seperior, 316

oher,

of the oald wenbher Sha dicnage

trnel Tab nloo polil

o e

2y of hhe Trish poaganb

castn

+ firaah Dritatn

ron thew.%6 he wa

anber-

=ated on

Tehrnary 2,

Horay
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ZEAEESY

ying b0 Darop

£ Cariboldi, the interbions of 5is imperor Napoleon

somagty ore subjests everyulers discussed, ]

and fmsberdan, v, Bross Vhorengily

o Tie wrobe fhat 1Onr adjectives an

rly exiausi: 92

AIMan Brogs gave ovide n
sear, wnder the very viodern inzase bax ar, ho

peid the smomuows ows of 3%,710,%7 In adcs and veal

& holdingn i, Bross had aleo betcoe a direchor of She thurozo!

iank and the Tbual Geenwity Tnsnranee Somame, 10} Dusing ke year,

Tayioaal s

in e compay of his dear Triond Selgler doifar, the vics-yrosidont of bhe

rads an overland shaze trip to bhe Tacifle

e g was boundlass,

b uilordons

> 13, 1967, 2.

ber 27, 2067, 2,




A nomnt

in near Alma, Golorado, is nomed for hin (Fmnt Br

aa), and he Lelped]

te spoaser bhe cebtlement of tie town of Longront, Colorade, in 1670,103

Ashmeh Zongront 1s o progporeus snall comminity odar,

cen some deabt ng

shovher Lb

4 sinilar bovas in Solorads, sponsored by

catside inberosis, wonld

essful, Tm 1871, the oditor of the

Tribuns ed e Tolloving L

ter of the Tribune

lnertiora in uulor:vdo’
gl ansver, “thoy ams not, Tho Unton eol

, the Thicago colomy ab Longmont, 4ie Si. Leats colony ab

, in a1l material olonon
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CHAPTER IV
THE FIRT OF 1871

The allecncompassing conflagration that is known to posterity as the|
uChicago Fired was the culminabion of a series of fires in the fall of 1871,
The city of Chicago had experienced a hob summer and fall almost devoid of
“|rain. The prairies around Chicago were parched by high soubiwest winds,!
[onicago?s buildings, constructed mostly of wood, were like binder. Several
seall fires had been put out in the city, Practically 4,000 square miles of
forest had burned in Wisconsin and Michigan, On Saturday, Cctober 7, over
four blocks in the city of Chicago had been desiroyed when & planing mill,
Lwiber yards, a box factory, and several cotiages wemt uwp in flames, This
blaze had been extinguished with difficulty, There has been mich speculation
ahout the story of kre. O'lesry's cows however, it remains that the Sirc did
haye its origin in a shed at the rear of Mrs, O'leary's house on Deiioven
stroct on Smday evening, October 8, 1871. As abtested bo by all sources,
the fire raged through the city all Sunday night, 211 day Honday, Monday
night and imto the early hours of Tuesday morning, when it burned itself ont

having no more in 1ts path te fced upon.

1 Habel MoTlvaine, Reminiscences of Ciicago during the Great Fire,
R. R. Domnelley and Sons Company, CRacago, Yﬁin‘o‘is‘?‘fﬂs—. By TR
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A% the tine of the Tire William Brose resided in Terrace Row, 2
series of four story dwellings, located on Michigan avewe near Congress
street.? His firet knowledge of the fire was ab 2:00 A.IY, liondsy morming
when o and hie fanily were aroused by a house guest, The fire had already
assumed fomnidsble proportions, Doth the sky and lakoe were illunined by the
glare. "Deacon® Bross says that he determined he five to be far enough
south and west of bis house so that it was mot in immediate danger.’ His
family bogan to pack household goods but he persuaded them to stop. In sbout
a half hour he docided o start for the Tribune office, fearing for the
safety of the building. A southyost wind way blowing and fanning the flames.
Aftor assuring hinself that the Tribune offices were all wight, he proceeded
bo the Nevada Hotel, wieh he omed and which was located ab the corner of
Washingbon and Franklin streets, Bross was anxious to see what danger the
hotel was in, Shortly after he arrived, bhe building canght Fire and was
soon enveloped in flanes, Brosst nest thought was %o got to his om hone,
The strects were jamed with torrified people. ALl the building on IaSalle
and Wells streets, which included the Court House, Farwell Hall, the Post
affice, the Tremont House, and the Sherman fosse, were burning, Alliam
Bross vemarks that it was a truly terrible, yet magmificent scene.’

After extreme difficulty, dve bo the fire’s quick progress, Bross,

o

Bross Serapbook, 146.

w

New York Tribune, October i, 1871, 1.
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fhitching* a ride from a stranger, arrived at his home at about 5:00 AM. le
$lrsd i Camily a11 sare and agein engaped in the process of packing, There-

lon the ®Deacon® took his horse and rode back to the Tribune offices, The
[ilocks to the north and west of the Tribune had been burned, yet the building
(s still unscathed, It was assumed that the danger was past and that the
tribune building was indeed fiveprocf, Hawever, nob long after, fire broke

out in the bdsement, It was exctingui with hand The

| Deacon® then set out again to cbserve the fire's current exbent, He realized
from what he saw the terrific proportions the fire had reached. He tried in
vain to rocruit aid in tearing down soms building which were in the path of
fthe fire, 1o felt that this might check the cours of tho blaze.

I proceeded %o Chmrch's hardsware store, procured about a dozen heavy
axes, and handing them to my friends, requested them to momwnt the bulld-

ings’vith me and Literally ohop them dwm; 11 but two of thrce seemed
utterly paralyzed. . . .

Then, seeing more building near the Tribune

une cateh five, he dished bask to the
ilofices, realizing that the building would not be saved. HMr. Bross says that
thors was a certain hopelessness sbout the Situation because of the knowledge
that there was sbsolutely novhing more that could be done.
He returned home and began with a few friemds o carry some pleces

Aof furntbure aoross Michigan avems to a snall park on the lake shore. 1)
Bross relates an incident typical of the thiovery whith occurred during the
fire:

Some that were not friends helped themselves to whatever strucl their

5 Ivid,
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Tancy. her coportantey offered.

oachman £illod my bugey with somo harness, a bag of coffee, and
o Ervioiee, end 1ot 14 vich Mo friends om the lake shore, Sckeome
coming along and finding it was 1y 'plunder,! said he knew me; wowld pub
some more goods in ib to take home, and return the bugey to me, That was
the last I ever heard of the buggy or anybhing that was in it, I
daughter supposed that T had hired an express s that stood at the

door, and T supposed ‘that she had,' We filled it full of goods and furni-|
ture, anong Sthor things, a valuable pi.cture-ﬂ. ‘Farm aod ominal scene--by
Herring, the great Mnglish painter, The driver slipped off in the crowd,

268 ek waa. e, Tast ue Faaesd of thish picture or any part of bhe lead.
Mr. Bross sent his family to the south side of the city for safety. As the
day progressed, Michigan averme was.packed with wagons, carts, and exhausbed,
frightened citizens fleeing the infermo, Dense, dlack clouds of smoke were
billowing orb over the ontire city. Realizing that his home was in peril,
Bross and seme friends began bo carry out pleces of heavy furniture to the
shore, There, Willian Bross sat and watched his home conouned by the Flames.
The city of Chicago on Twesday, October 10, 1671, was a goeno of
confusion, devastation, and desbruction, The entire business section of the
city was in ruins, Bvery theater, public building, hotel, many of the
churches and nost of the fine residences of the eity were gome. Such a dread-
w1 and overwhelning calamity can only be realized if one has some Jmowledge

of the extent of the loss. A tobtal area of about two thousand one mndred

-four acres was burned, Seventeen thousand four jmndred fifty buildings
wore destroved and one hundred thousand honeless pecple wandered in the

strects,’ 4 city $hat bad taken over thirty years to build had been Zaid

& Ihid,

7 4. T. #ndreas, History of Chicapo, TIT, 52.




waste in one direful night.

AMter seoing to his family's welfare that morning, Willian Iross seb
out to try to do something about finding his partners and resuming tho
Iribunefs activities, Afber making inquiries he. found thab a jobprinting

office on the west side mignt be purchased, He decided to take a look at it

and starbed vest on ‘!ad;\son strect, After questisning a fow people, Bross
found thiat Joseph Nedi11, whase honse hed not boen burned, had already’ set up
the Tribune office at Ho, 15 Canal street. Lverywhere Jr, Bross looked, ruin
and desolation neb his eye, Yot he was mpressed Ty the people that he saw.

On all sides T saw cvidences of brue Ghicago spirit, and men sald ko'one
anothor, 'Cheer up; we'll be all right befors long,’ and mawy oti
plucky thinga, Their courage vas uonde:rful Iweryone was brxgh or-|

jolly, in spite of tho ebsinrion]
which surrounded them, and which 4 ahared. One and all said, !Chicagol
st and shall be rebuilt at once.!

he:

Bross arrived at Fo, 15 Canal street he found himself before a job-

printerts office. Going in, he encountered Joseph Medill and same printers

organizing type. William Bross started to work immediately and had the main

floor and basement of the building cleared of debris. Then he went forth to

purchage four stoves. When he. found what he needed, the owmer of the stoves

smg mogt dubious about the Tribanels credit for sixty-four dollars, Bross

daclares that this amsed him greatly., It ehowed the rapid change the fire
bad wroaght, "On Saturday,' he said, "our note would have been good for

§100,000 and on Tuesday we could not buy four stoves and the fixtures on

B Mew York Iritune, October i, 1871, 1.




8
crodit,"¥ That evening a council was held at the new fribune offices and it
was agreod that Willion Bross would journey to New York to obtain the maberial
30 badly nceded to carry on the Tribune.

Fewr Tork, as well as the Test of the country, was stunned by the
news of the Chicago conflagration. Ite effect on the people as well as on thol
?{stock market and insurance companies was tremendous. "The scene in the Stock
Exchange! in Tew York, the Missowrl Democrat reported, “wms one of the wildest
ever witmessed there. Demoniac yells, such as one hoard in the gold roa: on

Black Friday in 169, announced the streggles of desperate men to save at
least a litle from their wrecked fortunes,"l0 Chicago’s property loss was
estimated to be 3200,000,000. The Connecticut Courant noted much excibement
in insurance offices of the city, !l

The scencs in and avound the Fire Insurance Gompanies' offices
yesterday were umsually exciting., Policy holders rushed nervously in
and out, asked if the companies had stopped, scemed hall surprised that
they had mot, and departed hagtily to reinsure themselves, often in
companies of less stability,l2

When "Deacon® Bross arrived in New York at the Sb, Ficholas Hotel,
he was visited by a reporter frem the New York Tribune eager for a firstehand
account of the fire, Mr, Dross obliged him with the story which was the first

eys-iltness roport bo appear in amy Wew York newspaper,13 The story of the

9 Ibid.
10 issowri Demcorat, St, Louis, lissour, October 10, 1871, 1.
11 Conneoticub Courant, October 12, 1871, 1

P
12 ¥ew York Tribune, October 11, 1871, 1.

13 The account of the fire given above is based on an article
printed in the New York Tribune, October L, 1871,
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iire and the cuffering of the citizons of Chicago evoked compassion and eyn-
pabiy in every quarter, William Bross pleaded for help in his o practical
vay. s kmowledge of finance aided hin in his appeal to liew York capitalists|
fle asked the imvestors of New Tork to provide capital for Chicago's leading
[frsimesmon 4n cxter thzt the laboring classes could be employed to rebuild
the city, Te requested Lhose with first mortgapes on ity properiy 3o take
second mortgages,
Purthernore, let those who Imow the Leading business men of Chicago,
honsst, industrious, and deternined to rebuild the oity, lend them money
%o start again the business in which they were cngaged, asking only
pledges of honor, if they, in their affliction, have nothing e10e to give,
Zhesa men understand the business of the Norbh-West, and can of courge
transact it with profit, Aided by the capital of others they ten rapidly
rogain their lost wealth, and amply repay those wio may assisb them. . Let,
ths banke and business-nén of New York and other easbern cities who have
boon comectod by business with Chicago merchants, furnish them with all
the mongv end gooda they may Tecquire with which to reestablish theme
salves, 1t
Comparing Chicago and Yew York to bhe junior and senior partners of a grea
fim navaging the commercial imberests of the mation he said, "Wil1 the senior
partner uit by and see the business of the firm crusied when o has the means
to establish it on a scale more gigantic and more profitable than ever before?
let hin contribute a small portion only of his vast accwmlations to iis un~
foxtunate associate, and the influence and powsr of the convern yill assume
fresh Life and viger,25 . Bross again entreated the investors to combri-
bate to the needs of Chicago business and 4old them that their principal as
Ui Hew York Tribune, Detcber 1, 1871, 7.
15 Ibid,
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well a5 their interest would be insured, He pointed cut $hat it was the op-
portuns ime to csbablish businesues in the city because stranger and citizen
of Chicago would starh even in the race for the business af the great West.

L
Urging Eastern capitalists to send their sons to be partners with established
Chicago morchants, he guaranteed that
Yen of the highest character and of the best business qualifications,
thotoughly acquainted with the business of the West, would only be too
glad to plave their energy and buniness mowledge against the meney
furnished by the sons' of Dagbern capitalists, The men who in past have
built w Ghioago and walled her streeta with blocks among the flnast on
the b, have ever been distinguished for their far-geeing shrewd-
ncss,lgheu energy end integrity, and-now all they nced is the capisal.

"Deacon® Bross praised Chicago's natural advantages and boasted that she
would goon be rebuilt with increased maguificence and power, Fe declared,
“That indomitable perseverance and genwine 'grit! which made Chicago in the
past will in a very few years raise up the Chicage of the future,"

Wrdle Wi1dan Bross vas in New York seeling the necessary operating
naterials and equipment for the Tribune and enlisting aid for Chicago, Joseph
Tiedill and his partners were carrying on the publication of the hicago
Iribunc, The Tribune had started its business the day after the fire, The
first editions vere printed on hand presses. The Chicago Daily Jowrnal and

the Chicago Fost however, had been abls to bring out editions of their papers

rk Tribune reported that

during the fire. The New

The Tribune, Gov. Bross, Horace White, and k. Hedill are heavy losers by

16 1bid,

17 Ibid.
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the fira, while Hr, Wilgon of the Journal hag logt positively nobhing,
excspt §ove per e stored in The Tbw building becguse it e fire-
proof
W, F, Storey of the Chicago Times placed this ad in the Tribune of October 11,|
1871,
THE CIICAGO TIMES not being inclined to issue a mere hand-bill
sheet, will suspend publication for the present and will bend all its

snergies to getting in complote runing crder, which it hopes to do in
bent a month, 19

Jay Geuld marvsled at the courage of the Chicago adimrs.

Tho proprietors of these journals have losh cnormous suns, Sresses, type)
and paper, and pertaps their baoks, are entirely destroyed. Little or
nothing 1o loft of the ospital invested in their business evoept the ad~
vertising ouston of merchants vho have no Tonger amything to advertise,
and the good-will of subscribers, a majority of whom are homeless
wwanderers on tha prairie, For the present thore is nothing im he city
to support a newspaper, and here is not a dollar's vorth of material for|
making one to be bought, Tet the Unbcago editors go to work with as mch|
promptnccs and courage as if they were only the victins of a trifling
everyday accldent. We dare say Same of then are already doing et
and turning an honest penny by the narrative of bheir own misfortunes

It i a bold, quick spirlt 1iks this which has made Chicago one of the
wondors of the. world--wlich raised a metropolis out of the march and sand]
in forty years and will ralse a finer one ous of the ashes in ten,

The Chicago nowspapers vere a greab asset o the oity and state

as a moans of i with the citizen=y of Chicago. The
problen of naintaining law and order in the city was indeed an important one.
Hardly before the fire was over, it was reported that eriminals were already

traveling to Chicago to participate in theving and plundering. loresver

1,

18 1hid
Bt

5}

Chicage Pribune, October 11, 1871, 2

20 New York Tribung, October 11, 1871, 1,
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certain citizens were not above similar acts. An article im the Tribune told

The damnably depraved character of some of the ruffians of the eity
/' was perfectly illustrated on Honday and bhe ensuing night, by attempts
" made to promote pillage by fires sot by incendiaries in different parts
of the city, be it said, the villains gensrally mét with the fate thoy
deserved, The following .are some illugtrations, rumored and suthenti
-4 boy attempbed to help on the conflagration by igniting a clothed
line saturated with kerosene and throwing it into 2 building on Thirty-
second stvest, He received his deserts at the hands of the firemen who
2au the sty endl ooy sleeps in the volley,'

e mknown, was shob by ‘a negro at the corner of State
and Thirtyostcond streete.” o offonse vas Ehat e set fire o o build-
ing to obtain better opportunities for pillage.

~-Two men, who were caught trying to set fire to the Jesuit Church,
on the West side, were disposed of without ceremory, and the onlookers
siere nleased to say, Served 'em right.Zl

Lieutenant-General Philip Sheridan, stationed in Chicage in command of the
Military Division of the Missowri, was the man entrusted with the duty of
establishing and preserving law and order in the city after the fire. The
Chicago Tribune reported that
The real headquarters of the order preserving force of the city is
now at Mo, iabash aveme, where General Phil Sheridan has egbablished
his headunarters, in the house formerly occupied by the Phoenix Club.
Here the head of the okt ias plaptedl iz ptne tabla'ent sntertetoid pin
mumerous visitor
The Fares at the Gemoral's comnand, in addition bo the eity vepular
and special police, consists of seven compamies of regulars and six of
volunteers, The fomer are from Omaha and obher vestern points, and are
a1l camod upon the site of the Ball Park on lichigan averue,2?
Six conpanies of militia had also been sent to Ghicago from Champaigm,
Bloomington, and Springfield to help guard the oity, The Horth section was so

thoroughly burnt out that it needed 1ittle guarding, The South section howe

21 Chicago Tribune, Octdber 11, 1671, 1,

22 Ibid,, Octcber 12, 1071, 1,
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ever, sti1l held the wealth of the city in safés, mostly buried in the debris.|
Willdan Bross said

Had it not been for General Sheridan's prompt, bold, and pabriotic ac-
tion, I verily believe what was 1eft of the city wonld have been mearly,
if not quite entirely, destroyed by the cut throats and vagabonds who
flocked here 1ike virltures from cvery point of the compass.

he eity goverment under the gwidance of Mayor Roswell B, Yason
sought, to carry on, its offices and on the morning of the eleventh of Octcber
4ssued this proclamation:

1. #11 citizens aro requested o exercise greab caution in the use
of fire in their dwellings and mot to-use kerosene lights at present, as
the city will be withoub a water supply for probably two or threo days.

2, The following bridges are passable, to wit: ALl bridges (except
Van Buren and Adans streets) from Lake street south, and all bridges over]
the North Branch of the Chicago River,

3. K11 good citizens who are willing to serve are requested to re-
port &t the corer of Ann and Vashingbon streets, to be suorn in a2
spectal policenan.

aons are requested to organize a police for each block in th

otty/and'ts s60 Peporis af such oreseizstion o dhs police heatguarbers
cornor of Union and West ladison strects.

ALl persons needing food will be relieved by applying at the fold

At The corner of fni and West Washingbon; Illinois Central
Railrosd round house,

. --Twenty-second street station,
a, B & @R R

C, & ¥, W R,
13, public schoolhouses, and at nerly all the clurches,
L, Citigens are reguested bo avold passing throngh burnt districts
until the dangerous walls left standing can be levelled.
saloons ate ordsred to be closed by 9 p.m. every day for one
week, under a penalty of forfeiture of license.

. The Camton Council have:this day by ordinance fixed the price of
bread at eight (8) cents per loaf of 12 cunces, and at the same rate for
loaves of a less.or greater weight, and affixed a peralty of ten dollars
for seliing or attempting to sell, bread ab & greater rate within the

23 Habel Mellvaine, Reminiscences of Uhicago Duri
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next ten days.
T+ any haciman, expressnan, drayman or bemster charging mors than
the ree;l]ar fees will have his Jicense revokec.
ALl citizons are requested to aid in preserving the peace, good
order, and good nama of our city.

R. B, MASON, Mayord

During tho afternoon another proclamation was issued, again asking the co-
operation of all citizens,

VHSRRAS, Tn' the providence of God to ¥hose will ve Mukly stmit,
a tervible calanity has befallen our city, which demands of us our besh
efforts for the preservation of order, and the relief of the suffering;

DE I0 IO, That the faith and eredit’ of the vity of Chicago is
hereby pledged for the necessary expenses for the relief of the suffer-
ing, Public order will be preserved, The police and special police now
being appointed; will be responsible for the maintenanco of the peace
and the protection of property.

11 officers and fen of the Fire Deparbment and Health nepamnczrb
Will act as special policemen without furthor motice. The Mayor and
Gomptrcller Wil glve vouchers for a1l suplies furmiched oy the Sifer-
ot relief of the oity will be
ab the Congregational ctmch, corner of West, Washington and Am streets.
411 persons are wmmed againgt any acts tending to endanger property.
11 persons caught in ary depredation will be immediately arrested,

With the help of God order and peace and private properby shall be
preserved. The Gity Govermment and commitbees of citizens pledge them-
selves to the comminity o probect them, prepare the way for a regtora-
ticn of public and private welfare,

1 35 beldeved the fire has spent its force, and all will soon be

well,
On the cane day a meeting of Chicago's merchants, bankers, manufacturers and
others was held in order that a reguest for State aid could be framed and
sent to Governor John Palmer of Illinois, Governor Palmer lost no time in

answering the reuest. In a telogram to Mayor Mason, he said

2% Chicago Iribune, Ochober 11, 1071, 2,

25 Ibid,
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The Legislature is called for Tucsday, L3th of October. Send
2 comittee to suggest measures for relief of your people, Iverybody is
disposed o aid you, gpd 4t is desirable that some of your Semators and
Eeprasentatives come,

At the sane time a growp of merchants in Chicago appolnted another cammittes
%0 g to Springficld 0 confer with the governor,” The comittes consisted of
Judge Beckwith, Gemeral John A, logan, W, F. Coolbaugh, Mershall Field, G, G,
Wicker, €, B, Farwell and Charles Hitchcock,2T Onm October 12, Governor Palmed
igsued a proclamation ammeuncifig a special session of the Legislature on
Ooteber 13, 1871, Tts purpose was:

To appropriate such sum or suns of momey, or adopt such other
1eglslatm neagurcs as nay bo Ut fudloious, necessary, or proper,
™ bhe relief of the people of the city of Chica
- To vkt paevimion, T anchetuiUie: Sevemis. Lind G ShBRTELRR;
for tba proper and just assessment and collection of taxes within the
city of Chicago,

3. To enact such other laws and to adopt much other measures as may|
be necessary for the relief of the city of Chicage and the pecple of
52id city, and for the exccution and snforcement of the laws of the
State,

L. To make appropriations far the ‘expenses of the General Assembly,
and suel Ovhg.r :lpm‘q)x'iatums as may be necegsary to carry on the astate
goverment,

The Chicago Tribune was of course greatly Sntex'estad in State aid for Chicago,

5 45 witnossed by the following editorial, probably written by Joseph Medill

The State legislabure has assenbled ab Springfield, for the purpose
of taking into eomsidaration tha mesmres proper to be adopted for the
relief of Chicago in her present emergency 5 due to the dignity of
Chicago, as well as the wolfare of e stm, gy, say, while

Ibid., October 12, 1871; 1, There is a migtake in the date,
tetober thartRa v Friday not a Tuesday as stated in the telegram,

27 Ibid., Cctober 1, 1871, 1.

20 Ibid,, Octeber 13,1673, 1,
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earneatly x‘equsaﬁ_ng of the Legislature suth-rellef as they may ses fit
to bestow, that not ask that body to do for us am/hhing that is
u.rtnnstxbuhc’na-l or a.\'vbhi g that is unreasonable, or anything that 15
incampatible W.Lth their dubies bto their camtlbucnts» that we do not as!
them to establish any precedents which will be to the future
welfare of the State. We merely ask them to do what they van toward
Tolling off the great stone which crushes us down; toward removing the
debris gf ‘bricks and shem and wmortar under vhilh we are this moment
burled,

The editorial then suggesbed that the “agsune the ility of]

the cltyts instibutions; Such as the boys' veform school and the asyluwn for
the inssne, It also asked for a postpomement of the collection of the city'a
taxes and the asswmtion of Chicago's part of the canal debt of $3,000,000.
The State fegislature did not fail Chicago,. The city was relieved of the care
of the insans asylum and reforn school; the rebuilding of the Court House was
bogun by the State and a revision of tax assessments was approved. A bill
providing for state assumption of the canal debt was also passed.

The bill relioving Chicago of the canal debb provides that the sun
of §2,955,3L0 with imterest be paid to the city of Chicago for the pur=
poses of Telieving the canal fram the lien on it held by the city
+ lecs “han one-Tifth nor more than ona~thizd of aaid s is to
be arplied to the recomstruction of the bridges and puhua m\um\.\ and
structures upon thedr original sltes, tho remaindor to be applisd to bhe
payment of interest in the bgnded debt of the oity, and to maintain the
fire and palice departnents

Within & few days of his arrival in New Yark in October, 1671,
Williem Dross was roquested to address the New Tork Chasber of Comerco, In
this speech he summarized Chicago's lossea and her basle needs, Ipressing

appreciation for help already given to bhe oity, he declared, "God will reward

29 Ivid., October 1, 1871, 2,

30 Ibid., October 23, 1671, 2.
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you for it, and our children and children's children shall bless you. "3t

Again Broos! primary sopeal vas for financial ansistance and co-cperation not
only from investors in the United States but from Burcpean capitalists. Ife
reasgerted that within & few years investments in the mew Chicago would yield
an amazing return, le invited all who would, to find their fortunes in the

Chicago of the future. Bross also emmerated several ways by which the fed-

eral governmens might aid the eity.

Of course the Goverrment can do nothing directly for uss but
s00n as Congress meets liberal appropriations should be made to build a
Jarge, substantial post~office, The old building had become too small bo
accommodate the immence business of the North-West, The Chivago officc
was, if I mistake not, the second distributing office in the Umited
States, and it should have a building of corresponding dimensions, The
importing busincss direct to Chicago has just fairly comenced, and a
large Cugbom-Youse and soveral bonded warehouses are meeded for that.
Perhape United States Court-rooms can be provided in those; bub in any
events large ave at once of necessity, The
Luilding of than as rapidly as possible would emplay a large wnounb of
labor, and distribute corresponding suns of wmoney, thus affording a most
important stimilus to the entire business of the city.3?

illizn Bross sarnestly believed *hat whab Giicago had been in the past she
mist become in the fubure and a mmdred fold move,3? Bross wes cemvinced
without a doubt that financial aid would not only enable the rebuilding of
Chicago but would also reassure and restore confidence to its citizens,

. . . our honest, brave, olucky people are thers, ready and willing to
work, iheir strong hands and iron wills yield to no disasters, The mem

who have burned the waters of Lake ifichigan into the Kississippi--in
cormion phrase 'made the Chicago Xiver run wp hill'--can twrn back the

3L New York Iribune, October 17, 1871, Dross Scrapbook, 2k,
32 Ibid,
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tide of misfortune, and in a few years make their city more prosperous,
and pepulons, and poverful thun ever before, Truo, they noed your sa-
sistance, and you will give it. The capltalists, the ercantile ang
bustnos’ inberests of this cewntey and of Durops’cannot atford bo wibhe
hold the means to rebuild Chicego. The vasb beeming country west of her,
T positien st the ead of the grest Takss, ¥ith pore milss. of sailwy
centering there than any other city wpon the contiment, made her onef
oF the vitel fgposs that give life and vigor to the Somsereial enorgies

of the mation.d

MHelp her wlth capital,® he said, “and it can soon be done; but in any event
shio has o wait only a few short years for the sure development of her 'mami-
fest destiny.'™5 illiam Bross undaubtedly transmitted to same of his listen

ers his tremendous entimsiasm and belief in the wondevful fmture of the city

of Chicago.

3 Ioig.

35 Dud,




CHAPTER V
UP FROM THE ASHES

The service which Willian Bross rendered to Chicago in 1071, by
Zis soustant =mi resolube Ttk in the vily's future, can onky be pariizlly
evaluated by the Tesults it helped to produce. Donations in meney and sup-
plics from New York and Brooklyn ameunted to sbout one million dollars a few
days after the fire,l Within three months a total of four million two Mundved
thousand dollars had been contributed to the city and the new Chisage began to
rise from the ashes, John Greenleaf Whittier was inspired to write a poem
|eoncorning the revuilaing,

Rise{-~siricken city) fram thee throw

o thy woes

And build, as Theboa to Avphian's strain,
To songs of cheer thy walls again.?

the money and materials sent to Chicago helped to Supply temporary Telief for
the 1) foo mmercws fire victims. A Shelber Comnittec and Relief Society

hrere set up to disiribute funds, ' This article sppeared in ome of. the city's

nowspapers:
1 Bew York Tribune, Ooteber 13, 1871, 3.
2 Libera) Christian, New York, November 18, 1571, 1.
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The followitig'is the report of the Sheltér Comittee to last might:
spplications for houses, 220; applications for houses granted, 121; total
applications for houses to date, 5,859 total houses given out Lo dabe,
12993 applioations Todested today, 1ij copidoations held Tor Amvostig-
ilm, . ¢
Since the last report the committes has delivered articles as fol-
].ows-, Stoves to barratks; 58; stoves to housesy L; mattresses to bar-
acks, 92; mabiresses to houses, 60; bedsteads to houses, 57; Joints of
Tipe. 4o birracks: mad liotsos, 1,111y shinneys. to barracks and tonses,

The article aleo stated that

The work ‘of the Relief geclety 1 etiomons, extenting ovor many
miles in axtenty amd in all its departments embracing from 50,000 1o
70,000 pecple, conducted to a mge extent by persons whose conduch e
camnot personally ‘sorutinize, @It is the people's work we are trying to
o, =ud we ask all persons o give us informabion in sriting of ay
abises, either in distribution oF dppovtuent, comltied by any officer or
person connected with this soclety.

Sventeally, temporary housing was built 'to accommodate abodb forty thousand
pecple, Worlmen were supplied with tools for the task of rebuilding. The

donations mads by the many cities and indivi gave Oht a

1ift and their Chiicago busi supplied with
same of the Eastern oopital for which William Bross and his Fellew-citizens
had 50 earnestly pleadéd, began bo make plans for rebuilding., FEach ono was
oncouraged by the others! plans to improve and enlarge his owm establishmont,
Itv, Potter Palmer informs us that he yesberday let the comtracts
for re-building the dry goods palace formerly occupied by Field and
ieiter, corner of Washington and State streets--the building to be of “thel
sane proportions and general plan as the one destroyed, except that the
fronts will be of iron instead of marble, and yill be more imposing and

st Tt VAL bo thoroughly, fire-proof and dg to be finished aud resdy
for occupancy by the early part of

3 Bross Sorapbook, 3.
L mid,
5 Ibid,
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b The encouraganent and exawple offered to the people by such men as

| John V. Farwell, Pobter Palmer, Tsaac N, Armold, William Bross and others, whof
10t a good deal in the fire and yet wers begimning anew, was irvaluable, A
1| cording to one source, Mr, Bross lost spproximstely $150,000 in ths fire,6

H v 2 actiole 4t Giiongo Daily journal says

#nmong the heavy losers by the Great Fire who are by no means cast
down, is our old friend ex-lieutenant Governor William Bross of the
Tribune, e lost buildings and other property, including his fine resi-
Ee_‘nce":.n Terrace Row; to the amount of $250,000--dead loss; but has

ough left in his Tribune stock, real estate, etc., o go right ahead
Tor the restoration ST THS burnt diserict, Ho ia maidng his vesl estate
available, and already has a small amy of worlmen ongaged in putting up
fine brick stores, thres or four stories high, on the corner of Hashing-
ton and Frami<lin streets, where the Nevada Hotel stood, and is also about)
to comence cperations on the site of his late Michigan Avemue residence
(Terrace Row), on which he will erect a brick store, 26 by 171 fect, £
| stories high, We. honor the pluck and energy of our old friond,( m}

tir. Bross, speaking of the loss of his personal belongings, says
1 lost a1l my mamuseripts and many of ry most valnable books and pamph-
lets. Few of them can ever be replaced. Put it was the will of Provi-
dence hat T ghould thus suffer, and I submit. Theso and scores of
relics, heirloms and other valiables were all destroyed in the Temorsce
less Tire. . . . Uy the moral lessons taught by fhis great calamity be
deeply impressed on 1y heart and {nproved by me and nine os thay should

The work of clearing away bhe wreckage was tremendeus. A great doall
of 4he city's debris was umped bebween the outlying track and the breakater
of the Illinois Central Railroad, 7At' tho same time," says Captain A. T.

Andreas, Pthe deposit there of the vast amount of rutbish, absolutely worth-

o

Doid., 38,

ig,, 3.

Bross, Diary of Hillism Bross, 1872, k9,




100
less in itself, made land for the city ab the rate.of $1,000 a day."d
The winter of 1871~72 was a long and gevere one. A sowp kitchen

was set up in the city to serve the needy., The relief committec toiled day
and night, In the month-of February, 1672, Willian Bross wis appointed to a
commitbeo organized to wrgs the passage of the Oicazo Relief BIIl, T
Journgyod to Washington, D, C., to help secure the passage of the Bill which
called for federal aid for the city of Chicago,

Calléd on the President with the Comuitfée A,H. He spoke favorably

of our bill, Then went to the Semate and did all I could with Semstors.
Trunbull made a great speech,

In the evering attended 4 party made for our Chicago Committee at
Thos, n Brizan's, Keb many friends, Did all T could for our bill with
Senator, Morton, Cole, Sherman, Nerrill and others. They seemed to listen)

The year 1872 was a year of activity in Chicago. During this yoar
the building of some elghty edifices was commenced. Included among these were,

the new Charber of Gommerce, the Sherman House, bhe Passenger Depot of the

sickigen Senthern and Chicage and Rock

Izland Railwags, the

iz oty

cost of approximately four million, seven hundred sixty-five thousand dol-

5.11 A year later a visiter to the city sald
Instead of muin, I find such a grandeur of restoration and strength of
enterprise, such an overvhelming reswlt of indomiteble will, unfailing
iniustry and courage, that I almost doubted the evidence of my senses,
and could searoely believe. that any such conflagration as we had heard of|

9 A. T. hndreas, History of Chicago, IFI, 57.

10 Bross, Diary of William Bross, 1872, 7,

11 4, 7. Andreas, History of Chicago, ITE, 63.




and read of had ocourred at all! Colossal structures, miles upon miles
of palatial business and demestic edifices, richly ornamented with
statues and integlios unequalled for beauty of design in any other of
our great cities, are up already, and your eyes are bowildered by mag-
mificence, instead of being blasted by deformity, - Surely, this is the
mastery of o tremendous sltuation; over which we, in camon with our kin
of the West, may woll be-éxultant, and, for.ons; I rejoice that I belong
to the sme race with those stout-hearted sons and daughters of Chicago,
o are now teaching a lessor of patient endurance and well-directed
enterprise to the world such ag vas never witnessed before in the whole
broad history of eivilization,

Some forecast that it would require ifteen to twenty years to restore the
city in its embirety, With the energy, industry, and enthusiasm of such men
a3 fDeacon’ Bross, the city was rebullt in three years,
. . . only here and there was left a vacant lot or stood a broken wall,
and over the wide and long way where had sweph the stTean of fire, now
were miles of streets and blocks, . . .13
By the year 187l Chicago's population was 395,108, Notwithstanding such
great progress, William Bross urged the people to bulld an even greater
Ghicago and predicted a peynliation of three or four million for 1976, %e
declared thab Citcago

with Go:i's blessing would far oubstrip in wealih and porulatloen and povert
all of her nost s saacine eitizens,

After 187k, when Joseph Meddld became editor-inechief of the
Tribune, WDoacon® Bross took a somewhat less active part in the newspaper,
only contiming to write the Sunday sciense supplement, book reviews, and op-

cagional reports and articles, e also delivered a mumber of lectures before

12 DBross Sorapbook, 7,
13 A. 7. Andreas, Histary of Chicago, ITI, 35.
i Pross, History, 125.
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the Chicago Academy of Sciences and the Chicago Historical Society. William
Bross now had the time %o do what he loved so muche-to travol. In 1875, be
returned to his old home in Pemnsylvania; in 3878, he again visited the
Rocldies, In the succeeding years, he enjoyed many trips in the Dast and West.
Turing these years, ¥r, and lirs. Bross had the pleasure of seeing their daugh]
ter, Jessle, married to Henry Demarest Lloyd and also the birth of three
grandsons.

Though William Bross traveled widely, he was always interested in
Chicago, Fis was a constantly active and industrious mind, As time passed

he found hingelf one of the oldest living newspapemmen im Ghicago. Il con-

timed active in political affairs and, of course, remained a staunch Republi-|
can, In 1867, ifillian O, Gould of the Pacific Mutuz’ Life Insurance Company

of California wrote Bross:

+ « .+ 23 you have outlived the Colfax party of /65, we irust and hope vou|
may bo spared to for many years, to contimie the etruggle for the great
Republicag party, and see it once more firmly established throughoot our
countzy.
The following year kr. Bross was stricken with disbetes and far the next two
years was resiricted in his travele and activitiss, althongh ho held the of-
fice of President of the Tribune Campary, jie died in a Wlabelle pewa on
aamuary 27, 1850, in Chicago. Thus passed one of the city's most ardent
boosters, Ke most certainly was not the first or the last booster of Chicago,

John Stephen Wright, Joseph ledill and othors vere equally enthusiasiic sbout

15 William G, Gould te William Bross, June 18, 1307, ILloyd Family
Collection, Wimmetka, Illinois,
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Ghicago!s future, Willian Bross, however, by bls pewspaper articles, Som-
pexeial Feviows, parohlets and predictions doout Chicago's Puturc both before
and after the fire, aided in attracting an inestimable anount of solid wealth
and entesprise to the city of Chicago., There was a 2ood deal of the visionary
in Bross when his prognestications concerned Chicago, "He said as a prophet
his weak paint was that he could not prophesy fast cnough to keep pace with
the city,™6 willism Bross prophesied a future far the city of Chicago such
as few could conceive and yot the phenamenal development of Ghicamo has sur-

passed even his most hopeful predictions,

16 Chicago Tribune, Jamary 28, 1090, 1.




CRITICAL ESSAY ON AUTHORTIILS
I. PRIMARY MATERIAL
A, UNPUSLISHED SOURCES

The candidate s exceedingly grateful %o lirs, ifillien Bross Lloyd,
Winnetka, Illinois, for her permission %o examine bthe Bross materials in her
possescion, Included among these were: the Diary of Williaw Bross, 1872 to
1888; two serapbooks belonging to Bross; the newspaper clippings, parrwhlets,
spessties, notes, letters, and papers of William Bross, Nob o nly
these prove to be invalusble but they were extremely imberestin

The Records of Rosehill Cometery, Chicago, Illincis, Eiso yiclaea
pertinent information.

B, PUBLISHED SOURCES

irs, Willian B, Lloyd made it possible for the student to use

several published works in hor collection, These were: William Bross,

Legond of the Delsware: An Historical Sketch of Tom Quick, To Which is Added
T Lel’d‘rarmso"lliswrﬁ Meous P dpers and Articles, Chicago, L0073

Ton ks or % of Fronticr 55 CRicugs; 1805, Ed, Framois F.
Browng, The We%r T4¥e of Abrahan Iirico. Iincoln's Life and Character

Porbrayel Those Who Rnew Hm, New York, 1&'55; Tev, Calvin Darfes, D. D.,
F’Eﬁn‘s‘nmg“ﬁc —Ts“ﬁnton, 1871 ‘this work cortained short skebehes|
OF graduates of anis Colloge; Caro Lloyd, Henry Demarent Lloyd, 1847-1903,
2 vols., Hew y:'ﬂ', 1912; Farris Franklin Rall, Chistianity An Tnguiry fnto
Its Kaburc and Trath, Yew Tork, 1940; Anuwmws—"he_”d, The Second Presbyberian
Tifareh oF Chicago, dumo lot, 1842 to Jume let, 1657, TRioagy, T057; T5S United)
g Biosrrphicar Dietionscr Bad Portras CAiTery of Seltfiade Hm_nrm"'“ou
VoIis, Chicago, 1576; Jancs Grans Wilson and omqﬁske, Tppleton's
pasdia of Anorican Blop%h‘/, I, ¥ew York, 1867. £

dreas, History of Chicago From Barliest Period To the
Present Tine, 3 vols,, Chleago, 108k, Is indispensable £o Tho Shudent study-
oz Chicapo history. The Chicago Historical Society Library is the repositoryl
for a groat doal of material concerning the history of the cify, A work by
Willian Bross entitled History of Chicaro, Chicage, 1876, contained mich
worth-while naterial concermiing Bross’ predictions, reviews, and several

10k
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Elias Colbert, Chicago: Historical snd Statistical Skeich of the
4 Coronicle 3 r Ts ocir“i “Commercial and Hanutactur
I Frogesu Fron The Loz g n 1 Hc/v, Thicago, 1060, is Arogs' sucoessor|

T chronic, Ago'S COMMEroial gre

The accmmts, serapbooks, and Teminiscentes of old Giricago resi-
dents are extremely useful to the Student studying the olty’s past. Some ine
portant works are: [rederika Ercmer, The Homes of the liew \ro—ld Irmress;\nns
of Aner]_ca, II, London, 1853; Charles Tleaver, History of Chical

Sago, 1392; Frederic Francis Cook, Bygone Days T Crieh o_‘&cago,'

S+ Fensy fimilton, Incidents in the Life of Murdon SalStons ETAY i

f‘hicuz;o, 1868; Asbott Tawrence Hardy, Narly Chicagor Bemg & Eetord ef: E‘Ee
City's Growbh and Development During Ifs First Forty Ycars, Compiled From
s of OId News) —pers and Docuncnts, Ohicags, 1910; ‘ﬂriaur S Rarpel, el
Scrapbook 1860-1008, Vol, If, Chicego; Henry durl\mbt Ciicago Arblqu Ses:
Comprisiny (riginal Ibens and Relations, letters, Bebratto, and Fotes Per=
TanE To mcago TFieags, 1561} (arolins FirHland: CHicazs T e‘t—r

Jays, Utoago, 19 MoTlvelne, Reminiscences of Chitapo Daring
] War, Chicago, 19111- Mabel Hellvalns, Remimisconces of (hicags Bt

The sorvies and Fifties, Chicago, 1913; habel Nellvaine, Rendniscences of
Thicago Daring the Great fire, Chicago, 1915; M. H, Futney, Roal rstate
VaTies and Fistorical Fotes of Chicago, Chicago, 1900; John Wortworth, Early
mafo—v—r_m'rcm, 9, & John Shephen Wright, Cidcago, Pash, Fresent Sbd
Fiture, Chicago, ~ERRD, TR AT

Such wur}s cmcem_ng the Metery of ke abate ok Tlldalis and the
‘lotory of Cnicago as: M, L, Ahern, Politdeal His oago
1866; Frenont o‘ aennem. “Politics aza'?m_mns of mmaga ‘aco, took Counby
and Illinois, caj 18683 Anorymous, 3iopgr: sl_sIcEcEes nf :de)g Tien
ol Clicage, ﬂucwo, mbe Josian semaur_ma%é
Tie Tidlders, 3 vols., Chicago, 1912; Fred Gerhard,

Tstony, Ooography, Statisties, Consbitution, Laws
Climate: s, Animils; TEate oF Henith, Foairite, A

g Tiistory and
iioie 5., I Is: Its
Toverment, Finances;

5oL, Plants, S cHThure
Tt reeding, Orentrdhrg, CRIHAtion of FhE Fapo, Firber-Growing, Karket
Tands_ an EdJT;Ms Gool intng, Commerce, Banls, ailroads, |

Fices d 2 Goology
‘EH L’xshlb\lvxens,ke apere, Lt

Saeph
o of
e Progross rggent Con

Justrial nesources of The AReri c

Jasmman, B

onfederacy,
"‘“E‘.m« FirEland, [he Story of Chicago, Vol, 1, Chicago, 1892; D. W. .,k

Yonss ot TTTEnse. LroT e o) Politibinme
T T story of The Tiave, 180B-TN05, Springtleld, TIYinel:

John Foses, IlLinois Historical and Statisbical Comprisi

Facic of Tve FIaRbn Ang 2 TroAN IS W'_“uvmce ramaere ol stave, Tol. 11,
Tigcago, 1092, and Hon, John Foses - 8 eph FATKI:

Chitage, TiAhctn, 2 el Gliioage, 2393 Tinid.kood gonral TRGERETIOT ~
Tiooessary Tor @ Dackground of Chicago.




PAPRLETS

Somo speeches of Williom Bross, primted in panphlot form, proved in-
portant because thoy are expressions of his faith in Chicago s well as in the
cntire West, These are: Regources of the Far Wesb, and the Pacific Railvay
Bofore the Ghamber of Comicroe of he State of New fork, samary 25,
Tiew York, 1856; An Address Dolivered Defore Lhe Alumii cf’?K]I{Ems ‘-eﬂ‘e,
1866, and T11inos and T8 Thixteenth Amend: Amendnents, Ohleags, 1604, Brosst Com-
nercial Rovisws yieldsd mich Irformation: AWAL Review of the Pusiness 6
Ecag Tor—fh‘ Year 1852, Chicago, 1953; Railronds, Hisbory and Comnerce of
onge Tmal Review of {ns Diminass 5T Thie cago 50 for the Jear
vm.h bhe scacisnc"s Of Per Comerce, Rarufachures--i Novice of [he Xail-
ﬂ‘ , Oapacity for rainas m Statiotical Arbicles c“"ﬂaccn‘h!%
Soratis Press, “ChLFags, TO05; Fairth ! o o
Eurmrce ?311?‘:.35 and FamTactures of Chicago, Tor {ﬁe foar y
1055 Tifth Awieal aview of T Cormorcs o Tame hoturos, e g

Private improvaments of CHiCago, Tor Eho Wh 2 " a Full Statement of
e FemTﬁ‘a i Troads, mid ‘%aﬁal‘@mopsxs oi"th Businesd of TRy,
0250, 10573 -ulxm‘m L RevIew of the Comierce, hamuiactures, and the rub-

Prival em‘u.uvmen,s_arb'acago for the Lear‘rs'r—'rﬁz, TEED & rull State.

T Talenads and & mms»ml? ) n,‘\ The

=Fs and” "« \

Tity o r*‘rrm ToF e 3

oF %he Buginess of the City, a8 mﬁnchad I ‘:S‘“ [FREY
h:._'sgo, 1859,

Lity that parts of the following Commercial

8 vere based on W2 1ian Bross‘ articles in the Chiecngo Tribune: ILgRER

iew of the Trade and of tho Condition and Traffic of The Bailvays

ak 3 meﬂ%g

o
f'-r_ul—w CBmvETng 1o ths Oty of Chicapo for the Year 10a0, Uhicags,
1361 iew Eiitled Filteont] mnu Tieviey of the Trads and Commerce of the
Z‘ Thicapo For mﬂm’sa, Thichgs, 106k Chicago in 10N, Anfal Fe- |
Ties of 6o Trads, fuslross and Crowth of Chicago mﬁ 1.erm£t—cmago,
585, “ostrast o of the Iribune's ARSI Heview of the Irade, Busimess and
Growbti o7 CFTSxgs and The Worth Weat, CHitags, 1085 ——

Tllas Colbert, as financial editor of the Chicazo Tribune, vas
resnonsible for the compilabion of the Ciicago TribuieTs Amnual {isiew of the
Trade and Gommerce of Chicago, For the Tewr snding Desember 31, 1‘ rﬁf_ﬁ_) Chicazs,

570 and the Ohicags rmu

D, PEEIODICAIS

Topovtant information can be gleaned from: Ed. Paul Angle, "Ghicagol
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1850," Cnicago History, Chicago, IT, No, 10, 1950-51; J. N. Oridley and others
iaborisal Sketales, Tirginla, Illinois, I, 1907; Janas Paston, "Cinicago,
| The AETariit fion T March, 1567 325—45 and The Delta Upsilon Guarter
Ty, New York, VIII, Tio. , Pebruary,

E, HEVSPAPERS

The Ghicago Historical Society library has an excellemt file of
Chicago newspapers, as well as a special file of newspapers concerming the
fire of 1671, The follewing newspapers were consmlbed; Chicago Deily Jo u"nal
Chicago; Chicago Tribune, Chicago; The Cincivpabi cmerc"r*immnaﬁ,
Comectient Uoaat, TaFitord, Conndotionty ,)51]3 ocrahc Press, )u,cﬂgo'
Evening Fews, EH}anapmA.., Tndiana; Gali T, 5 France; The
Clicago; The Idberal CnmsE:Lan, ne« xork h M ssour' Damocrzr
sours; orming Yews, Chicago; ¥ew York Tribune, Iew Yor
B \Ade)nh)a Inuirer, PELISGEhia, Pemsylvania; St, leuis Dispatch, Sb.
Touis, Bicooari; The Sun, Wew York, The umisual AdvertToonents and Tilustra-
tlons in the newspapeTs most certainly keep the reading from becoming tiresome.

II. SECONDARY MATZRIAL

&

FUBLISKED SOURCES

The socondary material concerning Chicago is extonsive, Hamy aubhe
ors have undertaken the work of relating the oily's beginnings and progress.

cago, 19293 Dorsha B, Hayus, Chicazo,
19ldhy; '-Imer nm, me H fimare:

mc Relationshiy A
AEW, 33, Euca‘lwo, 1?7‘, Teien F

T5iion I T Sepkor of nicago, oheago

sm Iy ,‘u"agu “Eo"Estmy of s B 'lepub:lﬁlon, New Torle, uzy,
Hasters; The Talg of Cileago, Mew fork, 1933; Bessie lenige Plerrc A h.storv
of “hicags, 2 vols., Nzw Fork, 1940; Bessie louise Pierco, As Others Soo
Thitafo, o u‘prcs..itms of Vlsluul's, chicaga 1933; Ernest ;ools, THants Cone,
Fen 716 jiade CHiapo, Tem%ﬁ Milo Milton Quaife, C'necmou—-‘

) T B Mot Gy, i 1h35, Chicago, 1933; Janes L, Regan, Story
o 11 Cornection W Tinting Business, Chicago, 19125 Hemry
Juetin smnn, Chilcago's Great Cen‘mrv 13 %o 1953, Chicago, 1933,

he GamprohEnsive istory O fthc TEIbne vitieh vas congulted was:

Fhilip hln—lc;“ The Chicago Tribune, Its First ndred Yoars, lNew York, 1943.
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A boollet was put ont by Lake Forest Unmiversity in 1540, when the
Bross Prize for that year vas awardsd, The work was written by Charles A,
Yount azd er‘tluled Willian Dross, 1823-1890, lake Forest, Illinois, 190,
aluays usoTal general Work 1s John D. Micks, A Short History of
imerican mocra« Fewr York, 193, 7= o
“Hnother vork wirich'was consulted was the Rand Helially Street Guids
and Transportation Directory of Chicago, 1950, Chicags, 1050, E—

B. PERIODICALS

The Journals of the Illinois State Historical Society are of decided
value, Thirty-Tio volumes of This work wore consulied, Volunes 1 to 25 are
indexed in one eomplete volume. Thersafter each volume has its own index.
Articles, worthy of atiention in these volumes ave: James C. Durms, "The 01d

Randolph House, Hacomb, Illinois," Jowrnal of the Tainots State btorionl
Society, Springfield, Illimois, IX, January, 1917, L55; Grace Locko GCIipps

Tohie, 7ohn Looke Soripps, Lincoln's Campadgn Bidgrapher, Journal o b
Illinois State Historical Socioty, Springfield, Illineis, XVIT, Gitobor, Iozh,
347; Erne Rene rrueh, "ietall Herchandising in Chicago, 1833- 1éhn b Juurnal ci‘
the T1linois State iistorical Soviety, SvringPield, Tliinsis, LOLIT
1739, 169; BIALT lircoks Cermar mam Shg0 and Abraham Tincoln," Journal of the
o —Lsterical Socicty, Springficld, Tllineis, XAVIT, Uctober, 193h.
WThs Tonination of Abrahan Lineoln to the n‘e..ldm’wy,
»cmlogcal Problen, .raum_l o the Dithosia el

Sriscences of lake Forest Madelv oo o Sokdamcs Feem i Unenlnrr of thc
Acadm—w In the Fall of 1859 To the Tear 1863," Journal of tne um St
iczl naclﬂh" Springfield, Tllinois, X, (cZober, 1717, LOU; iuane T
T05d Doollitle of llisconsin,® Jo \Lnal o 1)1101.. am m..tancul
3 Speingfield, Ilinois, TV 5s L. SEevens, WaTe
cphen frmold floagles, " Jowrnal of ms Tilinots siate fisvoriend wcic%
is, AV, Octobor, 1923, [7l; Farl Wollingbon VLLey,
aign of 1856, Jvurnal of the Ilinois State Mistorical
Scciety, Speingfield, Iilinois, AXIZ, S dmmary, 19305 0. . . .
Franklin Willian Scobt, Mewspapars end Poriodicals of Illinois,
181)-1879, Collections of the THlinois State mistorical Library, Springfield,
Illinois, VI, 1910, 63; Dkldred Stoler, PIAC Damocratic, SIement in the Hew
Republican “Ary in Iliinoic, 156-200,” Papers in Nilinois istory and
Pransactions for the Year 191;2 “px‘mghcld TTiinois, 1Lz, I8, snd Tracy E.
FeroT Tosech Medidl and the hi o Tribane Tn the Fomination and Election
of iincoln, Fapers in Illinois ry and Transactions For the Year 1938,
Soringfield, TILIRO 15, 39, 39, are “are noteworthy articles whicn should 56 Gon-
sulted,
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